splits  up 

The  Portland,  Oregon  chapter  of  the  AIDS 
activist  group  suffers  a  painful  division 


By  Chris  Nealon 

PORTLAND,  Ore. — In  a  particularly 
angry  split,  AIDS  activists  here  have  formed 
two  new  groups,  each  accusing  the  other  of 
sidetracking  the  fight  against  AIDS.  The 
division  became  official  in  late  January, 
when  members  of  ACT  UP/Portland  voted  to 
dissolve  the  group,  claiming  that  outsiders 
were  trying  to  take  it  over.  That  faction  went 
on  to  form  a  new  organization,  the  Radical 
Activist  Truth  Squad  (RATS).  Other 
members  of  ACT  UP  stayed  on  to  form 
another  new  group,  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc. 

Members  of  RATS  have  accused  members 
of  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc.  of  harassing  and 
physically  threatening  women  in  the  original 
ACT  UP,  and  of  declaring  that  women  have 
no  place  in  ACT  UP.  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc., 
meanwhile,  has  charged  that  a  small  group  of 
ACT  UP  members  had  established  unfair 
control  over  ACT  UP’s  political  agenda,  as 
well  as  its  cash  flow. 

Each  group  of  activists  also  charges  that 
the  other’s  political  perspective  is 
unacceptable.  RATS  members  say  that  ACT 
UP/Portland,  Inc.’s  vision  of  the  AIDS  crisis 
is  too  centered  on  treatment  issues,  and 
neglects  to  place  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  its 
necessary  context  of  racism,  sexism, 
homophobia  and  economic  injustice.  RATS 
also  says  that  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc.  has 
failed  to  recognize  the  changing 
demographics  of  the  epidemic,  which 
increasingly  affects  women,  poor  people  and 
people  of  color. 

Members  of  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc.  charge 
that  the  people  who  went  on  to  form  RATS 
had  lost  all  concern  for  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  in  their  eagerness  to  address  other 
forms  of  oppression.  In  particular,  ACT 
UP/Portland,  Inc.  has  accused  the  women  in 
the  first  ACT  UP  of  unfairly  using  charges  of 
sexism  to  silence  male  members. 

A  violent  incident 

The  events  that  led  to  the  split  took  place 
at  ACT  UP’s  Jan.  16  meeting.  At  that  time, 
RATS  members  claim,  one  member  of  a 
group  called  Vanguard  threatened  a  woman 
in  ACT  UP  with  a  wooden  stick  that  had  a 
nail  placed  in  it.  While  ACT  UP/Portland, 
Inc.  members  do  not  deny  that  the  incident 
occurred,  they  allege  that  the  Vanguard 
member,  Dave  Robison,  was  waving  the 
stick  in  self-defense  because  ACT  UP 
members  were  shouting  at  him. 

RATS  members  also  charge  that  Robison 
repeatedly  telephoned  women  in  ACT  UP, 
sometimes  along  with  other  men,  and 
harassed  them.  In  those  phone  calls,  RATS 
members  claim,  Robison  and  others  told 
woman  that  “lesbians  don’t  belong  in  ACT 
UP,”  and  that  “This  message  is  to  tell  you 


lesbian  bitches  that  your  rule  is  over."  ACT 
UP/Portland,  Inc.  members  did  not  deny  that 
the  telephone  harassment  occurred. 

After  the  Jan.  16  meeting,  members  of 
.  .ACT  UP/Portland  voted  to  dissolve.  At  the 
same  time,  a  combination  of  Vanguard  and 
other  ACT  UP  members  decided  to  form 
ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc. 

Members  of  Vanguard,  which  is  a  direct 
action  advocacy  group  for  PWAs,  had  been 
coming  to  ACT  UP  meetings  for  several 
weeks  to  demand  that  the  group  restructure 
itself  to  be  more  centered  on  die  concerns  of 
PWAs.  Debate  about  Vanguard’s  demands 
became  heated  as  the  weeks  passed,  and 
finally  erupted  into  shouts  and  threats  at  the 
Jan.  16  meeting. 

‘Spreading  ourselves  thin’ 

Jeffrey  Hart,  a  member  of  the  new  ACT 
UP/Portland,  Inc.,  said  that  the  original  group 
had  alienated  the  PWA  community.  “We  lost 
our  focus  on  HTV  and  AIDS,”  Hart  said.  “We 
were  spreading  ourselves  thin.”  Furthermore, 
Hart  told  GCN,  “there  was  no  one  in  ACT 
UP  who  was  HIV-positive.”  As  a  result,  Hart 
said,  the  group  became  insensitive  to  PWA 
concerns,  and  when  PWAs  came  to  ACT  UP 
meetings,  “many  of  them  were  walking 
away.” 

As  for  RATS’  accusations  that  ACT  UP 
women  were  harassed  on  the  phone.  Hart 
said,  “They  never  once  said  what  the 
[threats]  were,  what  exactly  [the  callers 
were]  threatening  to  do  to  them.” 

Referring  to  the  chaiges  against  Robison, 
Hart  added  that  Robison  is  “very  angry  at  the 
world — he’s  dying,  he’s  got  a  lot  to  be  angry 
about.”  Hart  also  said  that  Robison  is  “six 
foot  two  and  weighs  140  pounds — how  do 
you  think  this  man  is  going  to  hurt  you? 

“I  support  his  anger,”  Hart  said.  “I  don’t 
support  the  way  he  delivered  it  Granted,  he 
probably  said  some  bad  things.” 

‘Political  suicide’ 

Michael  MacKillop,  a  member  of  RATS, 
said  that  Vanguard  and  its  supporters  within 
ACT  UP  wanted  only  to  take  over  ACT  UP, 
and  not  to  work  with  the  group.  In  particular, 
MacKillop  said,  Vanguard  members  did  not 
want  to  work  with  the  women  in  ACT  UP. 
“Essentially  they  were  uncomfortable  with 
women  demanding  respect,”  he  said. 

Despite  Vanguard’s  overt  hostility  to  the 
women  in  ACT  UP,  MacKillop  said,  ACT 
UP  tried  to  accommodate  Vanguard’s  needs. 
He  said  that  Vanguard  had  three  demands  for 
ACT  UP:  first,  that  ACT  UP  always  place 
PWA  concerns  first  on  their  meeting 
agendas;  second,  that  50  percent  of  all  ACT 
UP  officers  be  PWAs;  and  third,  that  60 
Continued  on  page  6 
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New  York  schools  to 
hand  out  condoms 

Following  heated  debate,  the  board  of  ed.  endorses  the  plan 


By  Chris  Nealon 

NEW  YORK — AIDS  activists  and 
progressive  educators  won  an  important 
victory  Feb.  27,  as  the  New  York  City  Board 
of  Education  voted  to  approve  a  program  of 
condom  availability  in  local  high  schools. 
The  condom  plan,  which  generated  intense 
debate  at  a  public  meeting  earlier  in  the 
month  (see  GCN,  Feb.  18),  is  part  of  a  new, 
comprehensive  AIDS/HIV  education 
program.  The  program  was  proposed  in 
September  by  Schools  Chancellor  Joseph  A. 
Fernandez. 

“We’re  very  excited,”  said  Frances 
Kunreuther,  executive  director  of  New  York’s 
Hetrick-Martin  Institute.  “We  think  the  Board 
has  done  the  right  thing.”  Now,  she  told 
GCN,  “we’ll  be  able  to  give  young  people  the 
information  they  need.” 

Although  activists  expressed  pleasure  that 
a  condom  program  had  finally  made  it  into 
the  school  system,  some  AIDS  educators  said 
they  saw  a  few  problems  with  the  version  of 
the  proposal  that  was  voted  in.  In  particular, 
they  said,  they  were  disappointed  that  the 
new  program  will  make  condoms  available  in 
only  about  20  New  York  high  schools. 
Although  the  recently  endorsed  program 
includes  a  mandate  that  all  high  schools 
eventually  make  condoms  available,  other 
proposals  had  allowed  for  immediate  condom 
accessibility  in  all  high  schools. 

Lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS  service  providers 
said  they  thought  they  had  won  an  important 
battle,  however,  in  preventing  the  inclusion 
of  a  “parental  consent”  clause  in  the  new 
plan.  Such  a  clause  would  have  allowed 
parents  to  demand  that  their  children  not  be 
given  condoms.  Although  the  plan  has 
provisions  for  parental  involvement,  students 
will  be  able  to  get  condoms  in  the  20  high 
schools  anonymously  and  without  the 
permission  of  their  parents. 

Kunreuther  said,  however,  that  board 
members  could  try  to  amend  the  program  at 
any  time,  and  that  there  was  still  some 
support  on  the  board  for  parental  consent. 

“We  hope  the  plan  is  not  amended,” 
Kunreuther  said.  She  added  that  anonymity  is 
crucial  to  condom  availability,  and  that 


parental  consent  would  “break  the  young 
person’s  confidentiality.” 

AIDS  educators  have  suggested  that  if  a 
parental  consent  clause  is  put  in  place 
allowing  parents  to  remove  their  children 
from  the  condom  program,  then  those  parents 
should  have  to  attend  AIDS  education 
seminars.  Such  an  education  program, 
activists  said,  would  keep  the  focus  on  health 
information  instead  of  morality. 

“We  think  of  this  as  a  health  issue," 
Kunreuther  said. 

In  the  meantime,  according  to  Kunreuther, 
volunteers  and  activists  are  waiting  to  see 
how  they  will  be  able  to  assist  in  the 
implementation  of  the  new  program,  which  is 
expected  to  take  effect  in  12  to  18  months. 
“We’re  not  totally  clear  on  how  it’s  going  to 
be  implemented,  because  it  just  got  passed,” 
Kunreuther  said. 

A  national  view 

“We  think  it’s  a  great  precedent,”  said 
Carisa  Cunningham,  director  of 
communications  at  Washington’s  AIDS 
Action  Council.  “From  what  I  know,  it’s  the 
most  progressive  program  of  its  kind  in  the 
country. 

“It’s  especially  important  in  New  York,” 
Cunningham  told  GCN,  “where  the  number 
of  people  infected  with  HIV  while  they  were 
teenagers  is  pretty  high.” 

Nonetheless,  Cunningham  said,  she  wasn’t 
sure  that  the  New  York  program  would  send 
a  signal  to  other  school  systems  around  the 
country  “because  it  was  such  a  divisive 
issue”  in  school  board  meetings. 

In  fact,  said  Cunningham,  ornside 
observers  have  speculated  that  New  York’s 
fierce  debate  over  condom  availability  "may 
affect  how  effectively  they  can  implement 
this  plan.” 

She  noted,  however,  that  any  attempt  to  get 
the  ball  rolling  in  terms  of  condom 
availability  is  a  good  thing.  She  said  that  the 
New  York  plan,  despite  the  opposition  it  may 
face,  is  no  exception. 

“We  think  it’s  great,”  Cunningham  said.  ‘ 
will  save  lives,  and  for  us  that’s  the  bottc : 
line.”  — -filed from  Boston 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  most  embarrassing  thing  in  my 
closet?  My  sexuality.” 

— Sandra  Bernhard,  arriving  at  an  AIDS 
benefit  fashion  show  on  MTV’s  " House  of 
Style."  Modellhost  Cyndi  Crawford  asked 
several  celebrities  the  same  question,  with 
the  most  surprising  response  coming  from 
Richard  Gere.  "I  have  a  Mr.  Rogers’ 
sweater,"  he  giggled.  Some  viewers  may 
have  expected  the  actor  to  mention  a  Deluxe 
Habitrail  set. 


CDC  tests  surgeons 

ANAHEIM,  Calif. — In  a  striking 
development,  officials  from  the  federal 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
administered  tests  for  HIV  to  thousands  of 
bone  surgeons  during  a  recent  national 
conference  here.  Officials  estimated  that 
3000  doctors  would  have  taken  the  test  by 
March  12. 

The  tests,  suggested  by  the  American 
Academy  of  Orthopaedic  Surgeons,  were 
administered  just  two  weeks  after  the  CDC 
held  a  major  public  meeting  to  discuss 
testing  of  health  care  workers.  At  that 
meeting,  held  in  Atlanta  Feb.  21-22, 
objections  to  testing  far  outnumbered  pro¬ 
testing  arguments.  (See  GCN,  March  4-10, 
1991.) 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the 
surgeon’s  group  also  recommended  that 
members  who  tested  positive  should  disclose 
their  test  results  to  patients,  and  should  stop 
performing  surgery.  Similar  proposals  have 
been  set  forth  this  year  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  American 
Dental  Association.  (See  GCN,  Feb.  3-9, 
1991.) 

Such  moves  toward  encouraging  testing 
have  multiplied  in  the  aftermath  of  publicity 
surrounding  the  case  of  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
Florida  woman  who  charged  that  her  dentist 
transmitted  HIV  to  her.  In  subsequent 
investigation  by  the  CDC,  researchers  said 
that  data  supported  Bergalis’  claim. 

Opponents  of  testing  and  disclosure 
proposals  argue  that  improving  sanitary 
procedures  in  medical  work  environments, 
not  testing  health  care  workers,  should  be  the 
means  to  reduce  the  risk  of  HIV  transmission 
between  doctors  and  patients. 

The  CDC’s  Dr.  Mary  Chamberland  said 
that  the  tests  at  the  orthopaedics  conference 
will  be  used  “both  for  research  to  help 
determine  the  incidence  of  AIDS  in  one 
medical  specialty  ...  and  as  a  service  to 
individuals  to  let  those  who  are  infected 
know  of  their  condition.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

Law  backfires  on  anti¬ 
abortionists 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  A  law 
designed  to  prevent  ACT  UP  from  disrupting 
church  services  has  backfired  on  its  Christian 
supporters,  as  10  anti-abortion  protesters 
face  prosecution  in  the  first  court  case  under 
the  new  measure. 

The  legislation,  which  is  an  amendment  to 
an  existing  law,  increases  penalties  for 
disrupting  church  services  held  on  church 
property.  According  to  Mom  Guess  What?,  a 
lesbian  and  gay  newspaper  in  Sacramento, 
the  measure’s  language  was  inspired  by  the 
Traditional  Values  Coalition  (TVQ,  a  right- 
wing  organization  that  has  vigorously 
opposed  lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS  activists. 

The  10  anti -abortion  protesters  facing 
prosecution  under  the  new  legislation  are 
charged  with  disrupting  an  ecumenical 
church  service  in  January.  The  protesters 
objected  to  the  presence  of  Republican 
governor-elect  Pete  Wilson  at  the  service 
because  he  favors  abortion  rights. 

Bishop  Francis  A.  Quinn,  who  has  also 
been  a  target  of  the  right-wing  protesters, 
recently  asked  that  the  charges  be  dropped. 
Protesters  have  circulated  a  letter  asking  the 
Pope  to  remove  Quinn  from  his  post  because 
he  let  the  January  service  continue  with 
Wilson  present. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Irish  celebration 
blocks  gay  presence 

NEW  YORK — Despite  the  intervention  of 
Mayor  David  N.  Dinkins,  an  organization  of 
Irish  lesbians  and  gay  men  may  be  blocked 
from  marching  in  the  city’s  annual  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  parade. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the 
dispute  began  when  the  parade  committee 
rejected  the  Irish  Lesbian  and  Gay 


Organization’s  (ILGO’s)  application  to 
march  in  the  procession,  saying  that  the 
group  had  applied  too  late.  Parade  officials 
also  said  that  there  was  a  long  waiting  list  to 
march  in  the  parade,  and  that  city  regulations 
prevented  them  from  expanding  further. 

ILGO  officials  then  turned  to  the  mayor’s 
Human  Rights  Commission  for  help. 
Dinkins  responded  by  offering  to  allow  all 
the  groups  on  the  waiting  list  to  march  in  the 
parade,  and  to  extend  the  parade  time  by  an 
hour  to  accommodate  the  new  groups.  But 
parade  officials  again  refused  to  allow  ILGO 
to  march  in  the  parade,  saying  that  the 
waiting  list  had  been  established  to  “prevent 
discrimination”  among  the  various  groups 
who  want  to  march. 

“If  Dinkins  can  offer  them  an  extra  hour 
and  they  still  say  no,  I  think  the  waiting  list 
is  more  than  a  waiting  list,”  said  Anne 
Maguire,  an  ILGO  spokesperson. 

Dinkins  said  he  was  not  pleased  with  the 
parade  organizers’  response  to  his  offer.  “I 
am  not  finished,"  he  said.  “They  have  not 
given  an  explanation  to  satisfy  me.  It’s  a 
very  serious  matter  with  me.” 

— Chris  Nealon 


Dykes  in  space 

PASADENA,  Calif. —  Some  scientists 
here  have  been  promoting  lesbian  visibility 
on  an  inter-galactic  scale.  Astronomers  from 
the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  U.S.  have  named  over 
100  geological  features  on  the  planet  Venus 
after  famous  women,  many  of  whom  are 
lesbian  and  bisexual. 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade,  a  gay 
newspaper,  Venus’  craters  and  mountains 
have  traditionally  been  named  after 
mythological  heroines,  religious  goddesses, 
and  well-known  historical  women.  In 
February,  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
recommended  that  a  newly  discovered  crater 
be  named  after  lesbian  author  Gertrude 
Stein.  Stein  will  join  the  ranks  of  other 
lesbian  celestial  celebrities — including  the 
Greek  poet,  Sappho,  Swedish  writer  Selma 
Lagerlof,  and  the  American  authors,  Willa 
Cather  and  Emily  Dickinson — who  also  have 
had  geological  features  named  for  them. 

The  Stein  crater  is  one  of  16  large  craters 
on  Venus’  surface,  and  the  Geological 
Survey  is  recommending  that  the  others  be 
named  for  anthropologist  Margaret  Mead, 
poet  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay,  and  writer 
Virginia  Woolf.  All  three  women  are 
purported  to  have  had  lesbian  relationships. 

Because  the  spacecraft  Magellan  is 
currently  gathering  large  amounts  of  new 
information  about  Venus’  surface  structure, 
scientists  at  the  Magellan  Project  and  the 
Geological  Survey  are  asking  for  help  in 
naming  newly  discovered  geological 
features.  New  names  must  be  approved  by 
the  International  Astronomical  Union  (IAU), 
and  it  will  not  accept  the  names  of  any 
religious  persons,  anyone  who  has  died 
within  the  last  three  years,  or  any  nineteenth 
or  twentieth  century  military  or  political 
figures. 

Nominations  should  include  the  woman’s 
name,  dates  of  birth  and  death,  and  the 
reason  she  should  be  honored.  Send 
submissions  to:  Venus  Names,  Magellan 
Project  Office,  Mail  Stop  230-201,  Jet 
Propulsion  Laboratory,  4800  Oak  Grove  Dr., 
Pasadena,  CA  91109. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Women’s  Craft  Market 
to  sponsor  fair 

BOSTON — The  Women’s  Craft  Market 
will  celebrate  both  its  eleventh  anniversary 
and  International  Women’s  Month  by 
holding  a  fair  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  Arts 
Center,  March  23.  The  fair  will  feature  a 
variety  of  original  and  handmade  arts  and 
crafts  such  as  jewelry,  sculpture,  batik 
painting,  candles,  clothing,  buttons, 
stationary  and  photographs.  All  items  have 
been  created  by  local  women  artisans. 

The  Women’s  Craft  Market  was  formed  in 
1980  to  encourage  and  support  women  to 
make  and  market  their  crafts.  The  group 
offers  women  a  sense  of  community  and 
provides  many  opportunities  for  both 
personal  and  artistic  growth. 

The  fair  will  be  held  from  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  at  the  J.P.  Arts  Center,  659  Centre 
Street.  For  more  information,  call  864-5257 
or  522-7797. 

— Juanita  Coldn 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  -  Phobias  ■  Stress 


1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline.Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617) 353-1500 


Civil  rights  appointment 
causes  uproar 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists,  feminists,  and  civil  rights  advocates 
question  Republican  Mike  Duffy's  qualifications  to  head  the 
state  agency  that  monitors  discrimination  cases 
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Activist  pressure  on  New 
York  cops  continues 

Following  violent  treatment  by  police  officers  during  recent 
actions,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  blast  the  lack  of  response  by 
the  NYPD  and  Mayor  David  Dinkins 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BOSTON — The  appointment  of  an  openly 
gay  man  to  lead  the  state  agency  that  handles 
discrimination  cases  has  prompted  heated 
debated  among  civil  rights  advocates  here. 
While  some  say  the  appointment  represents 
an  important  victory  for  gay  political 
visibility,  others  have  voiced  concern  over 
the  appointee’s  acknowledged  lack  of  civil 
rights  experience. 

The  controversy  began  when  the  state’s 
newly  elected  Republican  governor,  William 
Weld,  appointed  Mike  Duffy  to  a 
commissioner  position  at  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimination 
(MCAD).  The  MCAD  is  the  state  agency 
that  handles  discrimination  suits  and  enforces 
fair  housing  programs. 

Duffy,  a  27-year-old  gay  Republican, 
officially  replaced  commissioner  Kathleen 
Allen  on  March  14.  Allen  was  the  only 
lawyer  and  the  only  woman  on  the  MCAD’s 
three-person  board.  Weld  also  designated 
Duffy  to  succeed  Alex  Rodriguez  as  the  chair 
of  the  commission.  While  Rodriguez  will 
continue  to  serve  on  the  MCAD  board,  Duffy 
will  assume  managerial  and  spokesperson 
responsibilities  for  the  agency. 

‘No  track  record’ 

In  response  to  Weld’s  appointment,  a 
number  of  civil  rights  organizations  joined 
together  to  protest  what  they  called  “a 
weakening”  of  the  MCAD.  The  group  sent  a 
leeter  to  Weld  requesting  a  meeting  about  his 
choice  of  appointees  and  the  future  of  the 
MCAD. 

“There  is  a  critical  need  for  a  strong 
MCAD,"  the  group  wrote.  “We  are 
concerned  that  it  has  been  considerably 
weakened  by  budget  cuts  and  will  be 
weakened  further  if.. .you  replace 
commissioners  with  outstanding  records  of 
accomplishments  in  civil  rights  with 
commissioners  having  little  or  no 
experience.” 

Organizations  that  signed  the  letter 
included  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bar  Association,  the  New  Bedford  NAACP, 
the  Massachusetts  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (Mass  NOW),  the 
Grey  Panthers  of  Boston,  the  Cambridge 
Human  Rights  Commission,  and  the  Cape 
Cod  MCAD  Advisory  Board. 

The  Greater  Boston  Civil  Rights  Coalition 
(GBCRQ  also  Weld  a  letter  expressing  their 
concern  about  Duffy’s  lack  of  experience  in 
civil  rights  issues.  “On  the  good  side,  we  are 
very  pleased  that  Weld  appointed  somebody 
from  the  gay  community,”  said  Sally 
Greenberg,  a  memba*  of  the  GBCRC.  “On 
the  worrisome  side,  Duffy  has  no  track 
record  on  civil  rights,  and  no  managerial 
experience.”  Greenberg  told  GCN  that  if 
Weld  had  chosen  a  gay  activist  with  a  history 
of  civil  rights  advocacy,  “most  likely  nobody 
would  have  had  major  concerns  over  the 
appointment” 

Maureen  Monks,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar 
Association,  told  GCN,  "We  strongly  support 
the  appointment  of  open  lesbian  and  gay  men 
to  positions  of  power.”  But  she  added,  “We 
feel  that  a  record  of  accomplishment  in  the 
field  of  civil  rights  is  more  important  than  an 
individual’s  personal  background.” 

Loss  of  woman  commissioner 

The  Women’s  Bar  Association  of 
Massachusetts  also  sent  Weld  a  letter  that 
specifically  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the 
loss  of  Kathleen  Allen.  Allen’s  replacement 
has  alarmed  many  feminist  and  civil  rights 
activists  because  it  means  that  for  the  first 
time  in  45  years,  no  woman  will  serve  on  the 
commission. 

“Not  to  have  a  woman  at  the  MCAD  is 
ridiculous,”  said  Ellen  Convisser,  president 
of  Mass  Now.  She  told  GCN  that,  “Allen  has 
a  strong  record  on  sex  discrimination  cases, 
including  sexual  harassment  and  housing 
issues,  and  we  are  upset  that  she  is  being 
replaced  by  someone  with  very  little 
experience.” 

Allen  told  GCN  that  more  that  30  percent 
of  all  the  cases  handled  by  the  MCAD  are 
claims  of  sex  discrimination.  “By  far  the 
majority  of  complaints  at  the  MCAD  are 
filed  by  women,”  she  said,  “because  along 
with  sex  discrimination,  women  also  file  age 
discrimination  and  housing  discrimination 
complaints  too.” 


“Because  of  the  large  number  of  sex 
discrimination  cases  filed,  to  have  women 
under-represented  [at  the  MCAD]  is  very 
different  from  having  no  gay  representation 
there,”  added  Janice  Platner  of  the 
Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commission. 

“Changed  his  mind’ 

A  recently-surfaced  newspaper  article 
about  Duffy  has  further  angered  and  alarmed 
civil  rights  advocates  opposed  to  his 
appointment.  In  a  1985  interview  with  the 
Hartford  Courant,  Duffy  stated  that  he  was 
against  both  abortion  and  affirmative  action. 
In  the  article,  which  was  a  profile  on  the 
conservative  movement  at  Duffy’s  alma 
mater,  Trinity  College,  Duffy  called  Roe  v. 
Wade,  the  1973  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
legalized  abortion,  “poorly  constructed.” 

Duffy  also  stated  in  the  interview  that  he 
was  against  affirmative  action  because  it 
defeats  its  purpose.  In  the  article,  Duffy  said 
that  affirmative  action  puts  members  of 
“minority”  groups  “in  positions  in  which 
they’re  unprepared  to  deal  with.” 

“We  are  highly  troubled  by  the  opinions 
Duffy  has  voiced  about  abortion  and 
affirmative  action,”  said  NOW’s  Convisser. 
“His  feelings  about  affirmative  action  are 
especially  relevant,  because  he  has 
articulated  a  position  that  the  MCAD  is 
dedicated  to  fitting. ” 

Platner  told  GCN  that  she  found  Duffy’s 
statements  ironic.  She  pointed  out  that  Duffy 
was  chosen  for  the  MCAD  position  largely 
because  he  is  a  gay  man,  not  because  of  his 
civil  rights  experience.  “Even  if  he’s  changed 
his  mind  [since  1985],  the  [affirmative 
action]  issue  he  criticized  then  is  exactly 
what  he  is  benefitting  from  now.” 

‘Gutter  politics’ 

When  asked  about  the  Courant  interview, 
Duffy  said  that  his  opponents  are  engaging  in 
“gutter  politics.”  “I  think  it’s  absolutely 
despicable  that  people  turned  to  digging  up 
dirt  to  try  and  discredit  me,”  he  said. 

Duffy  told  GCN  that  his  views  have 
changed,  and  that  he  is  now  in  favor  of  both 
affirmative  action  and  abortion  rights. 
“Obviously  I  expressed  those  opinions  in 
college,  but  my  views  have  evolved,”  he 
said,  adding,  “I  will  be  a  very  strong 
supporter  of  civil  rights  at  the  MCAD.” 

Duffy  called  the  opposition  to  his 
appointment  “outrageous,”  saying  he  thought 
that  it  had  homophobic  implications.  “The 
double  standard  to  which  members  of  the  gay 
community  are  held  is  despicable.  I  don’t 
remember  any  other  nominee  to  the  MCAD 
being  subjected  to  such  scrutiny,”  said  Duffy. 
“Rodriguez  is  not  an  attorney  either,  and,  like 
me,  he  was  active  in  volunteering  but  had 
little  professional  civil  rights  experience 
when  he  started  at  the  MCAD.  His 
appointment  raised  scarcely  an  eyebrow.” 

Rodriguez,  however,  told  GCN  that  he  had 
13  years  of  professional  experience  before  he 
joined  the  MCAD  in  1977,  and  that  “much  of 
that  work  dealt  with  civil  rights"  issues.  “A 
good  portion  of  my  life  has  been  spent 
working  in  civil  rights,”  said  Rodriguez, 
adding,  “My  knowledge  of  civil  rights  needs 
comes  from  participating  and  advocating  for 
laws  to  be  passed.” 

Rodriguez’s  list  of  civil  rights  activities 
includes  participating  in  the  structural 
writing  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  helping 
to  design  the  1968  National  Housing  Act, 
and  co-authoring  the  Massachusetts 
Transitional  Bilingual  Education  Act  that 
was  passed  in  1971. 

When  asked  if  he  plans  to  quiet  his 
opponent’s  concerns  through  outreach 
efforts,  Duffy  responded,  “I  think  it’s  very 
curious  that  the  outreach  question  is  always 
raised  to  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Were  [past 
MCAD  nominees]  asked  similar  about 
reaching  out  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community?  I  wonder  if  it’s  a  homophobic 
double-standard.” 

David  LaFontaine,  of  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  similarly 
questioned  the  intentions  of  Duffy’s 
opponents.  “I  think  this  so-called  coalition 
opposed  to  Duffy  is  none  other  than 
homophobes  trying  to  cloak  their 
homophobia  in  other  terms,”  he  said. 

LaFontaine,  who  strongly  supports  Duffy’s 
appointment,  told  GCN  that  gay  rights 
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Photos  from  the  Feb.  1 1  demonstration 

By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK — Felony  charges  were 
dropped  March  5  against  three  people 
accused  of  spray-painting  “O’Connor 
Spreads  Death”  outside  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  last  month.  However,  the  tensions 
this  case  has  kindled  between  the  gay/lesbian 
community  and  the  New  York  Police 
Department  (NYPD)  seem  far  from  resolved. 

The  Manhattan  District  Attorney’s  office 
has  asked  the  NYPD’s  official  corruption 
unit  to  open  up  an  investigation  into  the 
police’s  handling  of  a  Feb.  11  ACT  UP 
demonstration  that  resulted  in  three  arrests 
and  left  one  participant,  Christopher 
Hennelly,  seriously  injured  after  he  was 
struck  repeatedly  by  police  officers.  The 
demonstration  had  been  called  to  protest  the 
alleged  police  beating  of  Scott  Sensenig,  one 
of  the  three  people  arrested  on  Feb.  5.  (See 
GCN,  Feb.  18  and  Feb.  25.) 

Court  proceedings  have  begun  for  the 
three  people  who  were  arrested  at  the  Feb.  11 
demonstration,  and  Hennelly  is  beginning  a 
slow  and  painful  recovery.  However, 
demands  from  ACT  UP  and  the  New  York 
City  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti- Violence  Project 
(AVP)  for  further  action  from  the  police 
department  and  the  Mayor  David  Dinkins 
have  met  with  little  response. 

So  far,  nothing  has  come  of  the  AVP’s 
request  that  the  mayor  appoint  a  special 
counsel  to  review  the  NYPD’s  procedures  for 
policing  of  non-violent  demonstrations,  nor 
of  their  call  for  the  resignation  of  Deputy 
Inspector  Carl  Jonasch,  who  ordered  the  line 
of  officers  to  march  into  the  crowd  with  their 
nightsticks  drawn. 

ACT  UP  member  Robin  Haueter  told 
GCN  that  activists  have  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  police  response  so  far.  “The  police 
department  says  they  are  doing  an  internal 
investigation,”  she  said,  “but  the  idea  of  an 
internal  investigation  is  to  us  sort  of  a  joke.” 


As  GCN  went  to  press,  ACT  UP  was 
holding  a  demonstration  at  the  residence  of 
Robert  Johnson,  Chief  of  Operations  for  the 
NYPD.  In  addition  to  reiterating  the  previous 
AVP  proposals,  ACT  UP’s  list  of  demands 
calls  on  Dinkins  to  follow  through  on  his 
campaign  promises  to  institute  an  all-civilian 
complaint  review  board.  The  group  is  also 
asking  Dinkins  to  implement  intensive  multi¬ 
cultural  sensitivity  training  for  police 
officers,  and  guarantee  that  members  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  press  are  accorded  the  same 
rights  and  protections  as  members  of  the 
mainstream  press. 

Betty  Williams,  a  friend  of  Hennelly ’s, 
told  GCN  that  although  Hennelly’s  sense  of 
taste  has  returned,  his  vision  and  hearing  are 
still  disturbed,  he  is  subject  to  mild  seizures, 
and  he  has  a  pronounced  weakness  on  his 
right  side.  His  doctor  has  told  him  that  he 
will  not  be  able  to  return  to  work  for  at  least 
a  month,  and  that  it  could  be  six  months 
before  he  will  return. 

According  Williams,  “[Hennelly]  has  not 
able  to  plan  a  schedule,  or  even  remember 
when  to  eat.”  He  cannot  be  left  alone  and  is 
attended  by  friends  around  the  clock.  He 
leaves  his  apartment  only  for  visits  to  his 
medical  doctor  and  to  the  AVP,  where  he 
receives  neuropsychological  counseling. 
Hennelly,  who  was  charged  with  resisting 
arrest  and  assault,  will  go  to  court  April  15. 

On  March  14,  Dana  Nasrallah’s  case  was 
adjourned  and  a  motion  schedule  was  set. 
Nasrallah  was  arrested  at  the  Feb.  11 
demonstration  and  charged  with  harassment, 
assault,  disorderly  conduct  and  resisting 
arrest  Jamie  Leo,  also  arrested  Feb.  11,  was 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and 
obstructing  traffic.  Leo’s  case  will  appear 
before  the  court  March  22. 

The  three  activists  arrested  for  spray- 
painting  still  face  misdemeanor  charges.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Prisoner  Project 
Coordinator/Office  Manager 

Available  in  May.  Prisoner  Project: 
Coordinate  subscriptions  for  prisoners:  edit 
and  coordinate  penpal  ads;  edit  prisoner 
letters:  fundraise  for  the  Project  by  writing 
grants.  Office  manager:  Pick  up  and 
distribute  mail  daily;  maintain  office 
supplies  and  equipment. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing 
skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Former  prisoners  encouraged  to  apply. 

Deadline  for  application:  April  10 

News  Editor 

Available  In  April.  Coordinate  and  edit  the 
work  of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters 
covering  local,  national  and  international 
events  of  importance  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Write  news  stories  as 
necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing 
skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  22, 1991 


All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  antk 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and 
a  commitment  to  collective  decision¬ 
making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life 
insurance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks 
paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all 
contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or 
membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Our  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES 
and  require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking 
Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking 
Out"  contributions  are  those  of  the  author 
and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  staff,  Board  or 
membership. 


You  get  what  you  pay  for 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  the  Speaking 
Out  commentary  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Labor  Activists  Network  (GALLAN: 
2/1 8/91)  and  the  letter  the  next  week  from  the 
Fenway  community  Health  Center  (FCHC: 
2/25/91),  both  about  the  use  of  non-union 
labor  in  the  construction  of  the  new  Fenway 
Health  Center.  During  the  fundraising  for  the 
new  FCHC,  GALLAN  put  on  a  benefit  with 
special  guests  Cesar  Chavez  and  the 
Flirtations.  At  that  benefit,  which  was  a 
remarkable  showing  of  union  and  community 
solidarity,  Dale  Orlando,  then  Director  of 
FCHC,  made  a  promise  from  the  podium  that 
the  new  building  would  be  built  with  Union 
Labor.  What  happened  to  that  promise?  Are 
we  to  understand  that  the  promise  meant 
nothing  because  it  cost  too  much? 

In  reading  the  GALLAN  commentary,  we 
were  impressed  with  how  much  the  use  of 
union  labor  would  have  complemented  the 
agenda  of  a  community  based  health  center. 
Union  workers  receive  wages  based  on  a 
community  standard,  get  health  benefits, 
receive  training  and  health  and  safety 
protections.  Unions  have  also  attempted  to 
deal  with  affirmative  action  in  the  trades  by 
opening  up  their  training  programs  to  women 
and  people  of  color.  All  these  things  seem 
part  of  any  strategy  to  improve  the  “health” 
of  the  community. 

The  sole  reason  given  for  not  using  Union 
Labor  is  cost.  The  FCHC  claims  union 
contractors  were  not  willing  to  “sharpen  their 
pencils”  and  bring  down  their  prices.  The 
GALLAN  members  we  talked  to  said  they 
were  and  did.  Nonetheless,  they  did  not  meet 
the  “lowest  bidder"  qualification.  A 
qualification  which  simply  reinforces  the 
tendency  for  non-union  contractors  to  pay 
low  wages,  not  provide  health  insurance  or 
other  benefits,  not  provide  training  in  skills  or 
health  and  safety  and  to  rely  on  the  father-  to- 
son  training  that  has  kept  the  construction 
trades  mostly  white  and  male. 

As  we  all  know,  you  get  what  you  pay  for, 
and  in  this  situation  the  unseen  cost  also 
involves  the  loss  of  a  groundbreaking 
coalition  between  the  increasingly 
beleaguered  constituencies  of  union  workers 
and  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  We  are 
excited  that  the  FCHC  has  it’s  long  deserved 
new  home,  yet  we  are  sad  that  each  time  we 
enter  the  building  it  will  be  with  a  sense  of 
disappointment  at  what  could  have  been. 

Sincerely, 

Susan  Woskie  and  Deborah  Rosenkrantz 
Mattapan,  Mass. 

No  surprise,  no  union 

Dear  GCN: 

The  position  of  Arlene  Fortunato, 
President,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  that  the 
Fenway’s  “preferred  choice”  was  to  build  the 
center  with  union  labor  BUT...  is  not  an 
unfamiliar  tactic  to  all  sectors  of  labor.  If  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  and  yes, 
the  rest  of  our  non-profit  sisters  and  brothers 
walked  their  talk  about  supporting  union 
wages,  then  perhaps  in  their  fundraising  goals 
they  would  include  whatever  the  extra  cost  of 
supporting  union  wages  and  benefits  might 
be. 

Arlene  Fortunato  and  the  FCHC’s  Board 
should  educate  themselves  by  opening  their 
eyes  to  what  supporting  union  wages  means. 
It  means  supporting  members  of  our 
community  by  insuring  that  they  receive 
decent  health  benefits.  Ironically,  benefits 
that,  in  turn,  financially  support  the  services 
provided  by  the  health  center.  They  should 
also  take  into  account  labor’s  history  and 
accomplishments,  overall  and  more 
specifically,  those  which  relate  directly  to  our 
lesbian  and  gay  sisters  and  brothers.  Some  of 
those  more  recent  ones  include:  a  significant 
monthly  cash  benefit  for  HTV  infected  people 
by  the  San  Francisco  Hotel  Workers  Union; 
changes  in  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield’s  anti- 
HIV  policies  concerning  home  health  care  by 
the  Boston  Hotel  Workers  Union,  as  well  as 
many  domestic  partnership  agreements 
throughout  the  country.  Unions  are  in  the 
forefront  of  fighting  discrimination  over 
sexual  orientation  as  well  as  HIV  infection.  It 
is  these  principles  that  you  also  support  when 
you  commit  to  supporting  union  wages  and 
benefits. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists 
Network’s  efforts  were  honest  and  sincere 
when  they  indeed  got  the  building  trades  to 
sharpen  their  pencils  on  the  Fenway  project 
But  if  sharpening  the  pencils  to  NON  UNION 
levels  is  what  Fenway  meant  then  it  never 
really  supported  a  Union  preference.  Had  the 
Fenway  been  honest  and  upfront  in  their 
negotiations  with  GALLAN  about  the  federal 
grant  (they  were  not)  the  obstacle  could  have 
been  overcome.  Instead  Fenway  used  it  as  a 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Why  our  future  is  not  in  the  GOP 


tool  to  break  a  public  promise.  Perhaps 
GALLAN’s  tactics  should  have  been  the 
tactics  that  labor  reserves  for  the  anti-union 
corporate  negotiations.  The  Fenway  Board 
lied  when  they  made  the  public  commitment 
to  build  the  center  union  at  the  “Allies  for 
the  '90s  United  in  Health”  benefit  which 
GALLAN  sponsored  for  Farmworkers 
Union  and  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  As  a  result  the  Fenway  has  lost  their 
credibility  in  Boston’s  Labor  Community  as 
a  committed  supporter  of  union  labor  and  the 
principles  that  go  along  with  the 
commitment. 

This  is  why  it  came  as  no  surprise  that  the 
next  publically  sponsored  event  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  “Women 
and  AIDS  Conference,”  co-sponsored  by 
Boston  AIDS  consortium,  is  being  held  April 
19,  20,  21  at  the  Westin  Hotel,  a  non-union 
hotel.  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Board  of  Directors,  your  example  of 
supporting  union  labor  is  evident  by  your 
actions,  which  is  NO  SUPPORT  AT  ALL. 

Janice  Loux 
Vice  President/Benefits  Officer 
Boston  Hotel  Workers  Union 
Boston,  Mass. 

Support  should  be  based  on 
merit 

Dear  GCN: 

David  LaFontaine  and  Patrick  Ward’s 
Speaking  Out  {GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  29) 
presents  us  with  a  myopic  and  weak  case 
why  the  gay  community’s  future  lies  with  the 
GOP.  In  their  article,  which  represents 
Democrat-bashing  at  its  worst,  LaFontaine 
and  Ward  attempt  to  portray  the  Democratic 
Party  as  the  source  of  the  failures  for  the  17 
years  of  defeat  for  the  gay  rights  bill  in 
Massachusetts  and  for  the  failure  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill 
to  make  any  appreciable  progress  on  a 
national  level.  Messieurs  LaFontaine  and 
Ward  are  so  naive  as  to  imply  that  all  the 
failures  around  gay  rights  issues  are 
inherently  Democratic.  They  have  even 
blamed  Jesse  Helms  on  the  Democrats. 
Democrats  have  not  allowed  Helms  to 
flourish,  we  can  thank  George  Bush  and  the 
Republican  Party  for  that 

LaFontaine  and  Ward  seem  to  take 
pleasure  in  citing  John  Silber,  a  Democrat,  as 
one  of  the  most  daunting  enemies  the  gay 
community  ever  had.  They  go  on  further  to 
point  out  that  Mike  Dukakis,  another 
Democrat,  authored  the  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy.  What  appears  to  be  conveniently 
omitted,  however,  is  the  fact  that  Dukakis 
was  aided  and  abetted  in  this  homophobic 
policy  by  none  other  than  Steven  Pierce,  a 
Republican.  Mr.  Pierce  even  outshone 
Dukakis’  alleged  homophobia  by  sponsoring 
a  bill  that  was  far  more  stringent  than  that 
proposed  by  Dukakis.  In  doing  so  Mr.  Pierce 
said  that  “homosexuality  and  bisexuality  are 
a  physical  and  psychological  danger  to  the 
well-being  of  file  child."  LaFontaine  and 
Ward  also  seem  to  forget  that  Dukakis 
supported  and  signed  the  gay  rights  bill 
while  William  Weld  thought  the  bill 
unnecessary  until  political  expediency  made 
him  “educable”  on  gay  issues.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  Pierce,  one  of  the 
gay  rights  bill’s  avid  foes,  is  now  ensconced 
in  Governor  Weld’s  cabinet.  When  Pierce’s 
appointment  was  made  there  seemed  to  be 
little  outcry  from  the  so-called  progressive 
gay  Republicans.  I  don’t  even  recall  a  protest 
from  our  self-styled  gay  voices  on  the 
transition  team.  Indeed  they  seem  to  be 
suffering  from  selective  amnesia. 

It  seems  that  LaFontaine  and  the 
“Coalition”  take  great  pleasure  in  pointing 
out  that  they  were  one  of  the  first  groups  to 
endorse  Weld  for  governor.  It  is  almost  as  if 
they  think  the  Coalition  is  responsible  for 
gays  turning  to  Weld  and  for  Weld  winning 
the  election.  Neither  is  the  case.  Gays,  like 
large  numbers  of  women,  supported  Weld 
out  of  self-defense  and  self-interest.  Gays 
did  not  elect  Weld,  John  Silber ’s  vitriol 
elected  Weld.  By  most  accounts  John  Silber 
would  have  won  had  he  kept  his  mouth  shut 

The  authors,  in  their  characteristic 
misinterpretation  of  Byron  Rushing,  pointed 
out  the  very  high  incidence  of  gay  bashing, 
the  lack  of  police  presence,  and  the 
increasing  AIDS  population  in  the  district.  If 
they  were  to  look  beyond  their  narrow¬ 
mindedness  they  would  discover  that  those 
priorities  announced  by  Mr.  Duffy  have 
always  been  at  the  top  of  Byron’s  agenda. 
The  gentlemen  accuse  Byron’s  supporters  of 
a  “stale,  shrill  brand  of  knee-jerk  Republican 
bashing.”  Their  remarks  sound  more  like  the 
whining  of  sore  losers  then  mature  political 
analysis.  To  accuse  anyone  of  bashing  has  a 
hollow  ring  coming  from  Mr.  LaFontaine. 


By  Jim  Brinning 

I  voted  for  William  Weld  for  Governor  of 
Massachusetts.  I  also  voted  for  other 
members  of  the  Republican  ticket.  I  come 
from  a  staunchly  Republican  family.  I  am  not 
a  Democrat.  Consequently,  voting  for  a 
Republican  was  not  an  earth-shattering 
experience  for  me.  I  pulled  the  lever,  and 
when  I  stepped  out  of  the  voting  booth  the 
world  remained  the  same.  Yet  some  have 
argued  that  a  volcanic  shift  occurred  and  that 
divine  revelation  argues,  “Why  our  future  is 
in  the  GOP.”  (Speaking  Out,  Feb.  4,  Vol.  18, 
No.  28). 

I  agree  wholeheartedly  with  David 
LaFontaine  and  Patrick  Ward  that  we  “should 
give  suitable  Republican  candidates  our  full 
support.”  But  there’s  a  world  of  difference 
between  that  and  saying  our  future  lies  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Like  other  Americans,  we  are  a  politically 
diverse  community.  There  have  always  been 
gay  Republicans.  Many  would  work  for  gay 
rights  within  our  community,  while  for  other 
reasons  voting  Republican  on  election  day. 

Historically,  the  term  “gay  Republican” 
has  brought  to  mind  such  self-hating  figures 
as  Roy  Cohn,  former  Maryland  Congressman 
Robert  Bauman,  and  the  late  Terry  Dolan. 
Thankfully,  the  Mike  Duffys,  Rich  Tafels, 
and  Patrick  Wards  stand  in  stark 
contrast — proud,  assertive,  and  articulate. 
They  prove  you  can  be  conservative  without 
being  homophobic,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
loyal  Republican  and  a  proud  member  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Unfortunately,  I  was  troubled  by  the 
“blame  the  victim”  undercurrents  permeating 
the  opinion  piece  by  David  and  Patrick.  They 
contend  the  slow  pace  of  gay  rights 
legislation  on  a  state  and  federal  level  is 
because  we  don’t  vote  Republican  enough. 
Republican  legislators  would  love  to  support 
us,  they  infer,  but  have  no  political  incentive 
to  do  so. 

Might  I  suggest  another  reason: 
Homophobia. 

Massachusetts  along  with  Wisconsin  are 
the  only  two  states  with  a  lesbian/gay  rights 
law — both  traditionally  liberal,  and  often 
Democratic  states.  That  leaves  48  others, 
many  dominated  by  Republicans.  Why  are 
there  no  such  laws  in  those  states?  The 
problem  is  not  gay  people,  but  bigots  all  over 
the  political  spectrum. 

Bill  Weld  proves  that  our  community 
responds  to  those  Republicans  who  respond 
to  us.  During  the  Republican  primary,  he  held 
positions  inimical  to  gay  rights.  Indeed, 
shortly  before  the  primary  elections  David 
LaFontaine’s  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights  issued  a  newsletter  rating 
various  candidates.  In  bold  letters  under 
“Beware  of’  were  listed  John  Silber,  Steven 
Pierce,  and  Bill  Weld.  (Pierce  is  now  an 
important  member  of  Weld’s  cabinet). 


He  and  the  Coalition  are  partly  responsible 
for  the  distortion  of  Byron’s  record.  The 
literature  sent  out  by  Mr.  LaFontaine  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Coalition  was  rife  with 
half-truths  and  whole  lies  in  a  bigoted 
attempt  to  elect  one  of  “their  own.” 

I  agree  with  the  authors  that  a  one-party 
system  is  dangerous.  I  disagree  however 
with  the  fatuous  notion  that  we  should 
substitute  Democratic  domination  with 
Republican  domination.  I  fail  to  see  the  so- 
called  expression  of  natural  allegiance 
between  gay  people  and  the  Republican 
Party  or  even  individual  rights  and  the 
Republican  Party.  We  are  told  that  the 
Republican  Party  has  always  been  the 
champion  of  individual  rights  and  liberties. 
Whose  rights  and  liberties  was  George  Bush 
championing  when  he  vetoed  the  1990  Civil 
Rights  Bill?  Messieurs  LaFontaine  and 
Ward,  our  future  does  not  lie  solely  with  the 
Republican  Party  nor  the  Democratic  Party 
but  with  individuals  who  will  support  and 
promote  our  cause.  To  imply  that  we  should 
support  someone  solely  because  they  are 
Republican  is  in  no  way  different  than 
saying  we  should  support  someone  because 
they  are  gay,  Black  or  female.  It  is  a  cheap 
political  ploy  and  it  is  scurrilous  beneath  the 
lowest  contempt. 

David  Johnson 
Boston,  Mass. 

Love  vs.  Joint  Assets 

Dear  GCN: 

Jeffery  R.  Nickel’s  article  “Going  to  the 
Chapel”  in  the  February  11-17  issue  {GCN, 
Vol.  18  No.  30)  helped  convince  me 
that — on  balance — lesbians  and  gay  men 
should  seek  legal  sanction  for  their 


After  winning  the  Republican  primary.  Bill 
Weld  talked  with  members  of  our 
community.  He  possesses  much  personal 
integrity,  but  he’s  also  a  politician.  Because 
he  needed  our  votes,  he  had  the  decency  to 
rethink  those  positions  we  found  offensive. 

The  Ninth  Suffolk  District  race  for  the 
State  House  found  Democratic  incumbent 
Byron  Rushing  opposed  by  gay  Republican 
Mike  Duffy.  David  and  Patrick  argued  that 
“many  gay  activists  in  Massachusetts  were 
not  so  forward-thinking  when  it  came  to 
supporting  one  of  their  own.”  They  blame  his 
loss  by  800  votes  to  Byron’s  “band  of  lesbian 
and  gay  supporters”  who  waged  “a 
concentrated  smear  campaign  playing  on 
stero-typical  notions  about  Republicans. 
(‘You  belong  to  the  party  of  Ronald  Reagan. 
You’re  KILLING  us.’)” 

The  hundreds  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  supported  Byron  Rushing  included 
Democrats,  independents  such  as  myself,  and 
registered  Republicans  (not  all  gay 
Republicans  are  in  the  Log  Cabin  Club).  We 
were  simply  more  comfortable  with  Byron 
on  a  range  of  issues.  When  Mike  was  asked 
why  he  did  not  always  volunteer  that  he  was 
gay,  he  understandably  replied  that  he  was  “a 
multifaceted  candidate.”  Our  community  not 
only  produces  such  candidates,  but  also 
multifaceted  voters.  For  many  of  us,  his 
gayness  was  one  of  many  issues. 

Moreover,  how  “far-thinking”  is  it  when 
Boston’s  Log  Cabin  Club  (of  which  Patrick  is 
President)  refuses  to  endorse  openly  gay 
Democratic  or  independent  candidates? 
Considering  that  the  majority  of  lesbian  and 
gay  officeholders  nationally  and  in  the  state 
are  Democrats,  their  partisan  strategy  invites 
disaster.  How  can  they  therefore  criticize 
those  of  us  who  supported  Byron  out  of 
principle? 

Gay  people  are  made  the  scapegoats  for 
Mike’s  loss.  His  defeat  was  because  of  many 
reasons,  including  the  fact  that  many  voters 
of  color  felt  he  did  not  respond  to  important 
community  concerns.  In  Ward  9-3,  a 
predominantly  African-American  precinct, 
Byron  Rushing  received  over  600  votes  to 
Mike  Duffy’s  180. 

Most  Rushing  supporters  did  not  have 
problems  with  the  other  candidate’s 
Republican  affiliation.  For  instance,  William 
Weld  would  not  have  received  the 
endorsement  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance  unless  Rushing 
supporters  had  voted  for  him. 

Those  of  us  who  supported  Byron  were 
part  of  a  broader  coalition  which  was  the  key 
to  his  re-election.  Coalition-building  is  not  “a 
left-wing  litmus  test  of  political 
acceptability.”  In  fact,  coalition-building  was 
the  central  reason  why  lesbians  and  gay  men 
(including  members  of  the  Log  Cabin  Club) 
were  invited  to  the  White  House  to  witness 
the  President’s  signing  of  the  National  Hate 


relationships  by  pursuing  the  right  to  marry. 

My  companion  and  I  are  planning  an 
October  ceremony  to  celebrate  and  make 
(fully)  public  our  love  and  our  commitment 
to  one  another.  But  I  am  emphatic  that  I  do 
not  want  to  mimic  the  traditional, 
heterosexual  wedding  service.  Traditional 
symbolization  of  property  rights  in  women 
and  fertility  are  still  evident  in  many  het 
services.  It’s  the  antithesis  of  the  personal 
love,  equality  and  choice  which  gay/lesbian 
ceremonies  should  highlight 

Yet  Nickel  correctly  argues  that  for  our 
relationships  to  be  equal  to  heterosexuals’, 
we  must  demand  the  same  legal  sanction  for 
lesbian/gay  couples  as  for  mixed-gender 
couples.  Anything  short  of  “gay  marriage”  is 
a  concession  that  our  love  is  not  as  valid  as 
we  know  it  is. 

David  L.  Barlett 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Desperately  seeking  marriage 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  calling  on  your  readers  for  help 
and  suggestions  in  two  areas. 

My  lover  and  I  are  currently  incarcerated 
at  the  correctional  institute  for  women  in 
Kentucky.  During  the  course  of  our 
relationship  we’ve  decided  we  desperately 
want  to  legally  get  married.  This  decision 
was  arrived  at  after  much  thought  and 
consideration.  However,  in  this  state,  as 
within  the  prison,  it  is  against  the  “rules.” 

If  we  knew  that  we  would  be  released 
soon  this  would  not  be  a  problem  but 
considering  the  length  of  our  sentences  we 
need  your  help  on  how  we  can  accomplish 
what  our  hearts  truly  desire. 

Secondly,  we  need  any  information  you 


Crimes  Bill.  Representatives  from  other 
communities  affected  by  hate  crimes,  and 
who  worked  in  coalition  with  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  to  pass  the  bill, 
lobbied  the  White  House  to  include  members 
of  our  community. 

Equally  troubling  was  the  attempted 
revision  of  the  Reagan-Bush  Administration 
in  the  early  years  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  A 
good  case  can  be  made  for  supporting 
“suitable  Republicans”  without  having  to 
whitewash  the  less  desirable  ones  and  their 
policies.  “SILENCE=DEATH”  was  bom  out 
of  our  struggle  to  live  at  a  time  when  a 
Republican  president  couldn’t  have  cared 
less.  To  suggest  that  gay  people  are  overly 
sensitive  about  this  once  again  “blames  the 
victim”  and  trivializes  a  struggle  which 
remains  ongoing. 

I  don’t  always  agree  with  my  friends  on 
“the  left” — whatever  that  term  may 
mean — however,  I  am  extremely 
uncomfortable  by  the  constant 
characterization  of  most  lesbian  and  gay 
leaders  as  “left-wing,”  or  as  another  gay 
Republican  put  it,  “far  left.”  This  comes 
dangerously  close  to  the  staple  the 
homophobic  right  has  used  for  decades. 
Homosexuality  has  been  labeled  a  left-wing 
plot  to  undermine  the  American  family,  and 
thus  our  country.  This  left-baiting  also  plays 
into  the  hands  of  those  who  would  dismiss 
gay  Republicans  and  the  Log  Cabin  Club  as 
right-wing  aberrations  in  our  community. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  will  continue  to 
choose  their  political  affiliations  for  different 
reasons.  However,  as  a  movement  we  cannot 
reward  our  friends  and  punish  our  enemies  if 
we  are  wedded  to  any  political  party.  As  a 
movement  we  continue  to  struggle  with  the 
ethnic  and  racial  diversity  of  our  community 
and  to  cast  off  the  vestiges  of  lesbian 
invisibility.  Yet  we  must  also  be  inclusive  of 
our  political  diversity,  and  that  includes  gay 
Republicans  and  the  more  conservative 
elements  in  our  community.  It  does  not 
automatically  follow  that  conservatives  are 
always  prejudiced,  and  the  left  always  free  of 
it. 

But  in  the  discussion  that  ensues,  we  need 
to  hear  more  than  just  what  wrong  with  our 
community  from  gay  Republicans.  I  am 
concerned  that  with  all  our  country’s  many 
problems,  the  Republican  Party  would  even 
consider  making  quotas  and  minority 
scholarships  campaign  issues.  Moreover,  I 
am  concerned  that  whenever  there  is  a 
discussion  about  civil  rights — civil  rights  of 
any  kind — the  most  up-to-date  resume  some 
Republican  partisans  can  offer  is  abolition 
and  Abe  Lincoln. 

I  want  something  more  than  that,  which  is 
why  I’m  not  a  Republican.  But  I  will  vote  for 
them — when  the  suitable  ones  arise. 


might  have  pertaining  to  insurance  of  lesbian 
couples. 

Please  write  and  let  us  know  what  we  can 
do  to  be  joined  legally.  There  are  very  few 
real  lesbian  couples  in  here  and  we  have 
greatly  enjoyed  reading  Gay  Community 
News.  Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 
Anita  Howell  #3436-320 
S'" ""in  Morton  #1511-52 
Kentucky  Con  Institution  for 

Women 

Pi  y  K  Y  40056 


The  GCN  Pi  omotions 
Department  desperately 
needs  a  volunteer  to  help 
send  out  weekly  renewal 
notices  to  our  subscribers,  « 
If  you  can  spare  a  couple 
of  hours  a  week,  please  j 
call  Lenny  at  426-4469.  j 
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percent  of  meeting  time  be  devoted  to  PWA 
concerns. 

MacKillop  said  that  ACT  UP  immediately 
agreed  to  place  PWA  agenda  items  at  the  top 
of  agendas.  He  added,  however,  that  the 
group  couldn’t  agree  to  the  other  demands 
about  allotting  time  and  appointing  PWAs  to 
positions.  The  reasons,  he  said,  were  simple: 
ACT  UP  did  not  know  how  long  its  meetings 
would  run  from  week  to  week;  and  ACT  UP 
had  no  officers. 

ACT  UP  made  its  response  to  the 
demands  clear  the  first  time  Vanguard 
attended,  MacKillop  said.  He  added  that 
Vanguard  returned  two  more  times  with 
exactly  the  same  demands,  however.  After 
the  third  meeting — the  one  that  allegedly 
erupted  into  violence — “We  said,  ‘Okay,  it’s 
time  to  reorganize,”’  MacKillop  said. 

MacKillop  said  he  thought  Vanguard  had 
pushed  ACT  UP  to  dissolve  both  because  of 
Vanguard’s  unwillingness  to  talk  and 
because  of  its  exclusive  focus  on  white,  male 
PWAs.  Commenting  on  the  accusation  that 
none  of  the  members  of  the  first  ACT  UP  are 
HIV-positive,  MacKillop  asked,  “How  the 
hell  do  they  know?” 

In  any  case,  he  added,  “I  disagree  [with 
the  argument]  that  you  can  only  speak  for 
AIDS  issues  if  you’re  a  PWA.  As  a  gay  man, 
I  feel  the  need  to  speak  about  it” 

MacKillop  said  that  ACT  UP  actually  had 
been  working  on  issues  other  than  those 
surrounding  race  and  sex.  He  cited  two 
projects,  a  fledgling  needle  exchange 
program,  and  a  project  designed  to  increase 
staff  research  at  the  National  Institute  for 
Allergies  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

MacKillop  also  said  he  thought  it  was 
dangerous  to  establish  political  alliances 
based  on  a  common  set  of  AIDS  symptoms 
that  label  someone  a  PWA,  without  thinking 
about  people  who  may  have  different 
manifestations  of  AIDS,  or  who  may  be 
likely  to  get  HIV  as  the  epidemic  develops. 
“It’s  political  suicide  to  create  this  HIV 
club,”  he  said.  “That’s  insane.” 

Pentamidine  scandal? 

One  incident  involving  the  original  ACT 
UP  chapter  especially  upset  some  members 
of  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc.  According  to  ACT 
UP/Portland  Inc.’s  Hart,  Robison  was 
dismissed  by  ACT  UP  even  though  he  was 
having  serious  problems  with  his  health  care. 

Robison,  Hart  said,  came  to  ACT  UP  to 
complain  that  pentamidine  nebulizers  at 
Oregon  Health  Sciences  University  (OHSU) 
were  not  working  properly.  Robison  also 
said  that  gay  men  were  in  danger  of 
contracting  pneumonia  if  the  nebulizers  were 
not  fixed. 

According  to  Hart,  Lori  Kohler — a 
member  of  the  original  ACT  UP  who  is  also 
a  medical  student  at  OHSU — prevented  a 
protest  from  taking  place  at  the  facility.  This 
was  particularly  upsetting,  Hart  said,  because 
Robison’s  claims  about  the  need  for  better 
nebulizers  were  later  proven  to  be  correct. 

As  for  Kohler’s  role  in  preventing  a 
protest  at  OHSU,  MacKillop  said,  Robison 
never  explained  the  issue  to  ACT  UP.  In  fact, 
MacKillop  said,  ACT  UP  scheduled  time  for 
Robison  to  talk  about  the  pentamidine 
problem  at  OHSU,  but  Robison  walked  out 
of  ACT  UP’s  meeting  before  the  agenda  item 
came  up. 

ACT  UP’s  only  other  contact  with  the 
pentamidine  problem,  MacKillop  said,  came 
when  the  group  found  out  that  Robison  had 
called  OHSU  to  say  that  ACT  UP  would  be 
staging  a  demonstration  outside  its  facilities 
— something  ACT  UP  knew  nothing  about. 

Because  of  Robison’s  work,  MacKillop 
said,  “I  believe  the  nebulizers  were  changed 
— and  that’s  great,  we  support  that.  But  ACT 
UP  never  knew  the  issue.  How  can  you 
support  [an  action]  if  you  don’t  know  what’s 
going  on?” 

‘Kind  of  exhausted’ 

Members  of  both  ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc. 
and  RATS  said  they  were  keeping  a 
relatively  low  profile  while  tempers  cooled. 
RATS,  for  instance,  “[is]  not  an  open  group 
right  now.  We’re  kind  of  exhausted  by  the 
stuff  that  came  down,"  according  to 
MacKillop. 

ACT  UP/Portland,  Inc.’s  Hart  said  he 
hoped  that  the  two  groups  would  eventually 
find  some  common  political  territory.  “We’d 
like  that  very  much,”  he  said.  “There’s  a  lot 
of  good  energy  over  there,  and  we  [in 
Portland]  need  every  bit  of  energy  we  can 
get.” 

‘Real  painful’ 

Observers  say  that  although  they  saw 
tensions  between  factions  in  ACT  UP,  they 
are  dismayed  by  the  hostility  of  the  split.  “It 
has  really  tom  the  community  apart,”  said 
Donna  Redwing,  director  of  Portland’s 


Lesbian  Community  Project.  “It’s  real 
painful.” 

The  unfortunate  thing.  Redwing  said,  is 
that  political  differences  within  ACT  UP 
“could  have  evolved”  into  a  livable 
arrangement,  but  that  violence  got  in  the 
way. 

“The  bottom  line  for  me  is  that  a  male 
member  of  ACT  UP  [and  Vanguard]  literally 
attacked  a  woman  in  the  group,”  Redwing 
told  GCN.  “Our  community  can  have 
whatever  dialogue  it  needs  to  have,  however 
heated  it  gets,  but  when  people  attack  each 
other,  that’s  too  much. 

“I’m  so  tired  of  violence  against  women,” 
Redwing  continued.  “I  never  expected  it 
from  my  gay  brothers.” 

— filed,  from  Boston 

Duffy 
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activists  who  oppose  Duffy  are  revealing 
their  own  “internalized  homophobia.”  “They 
are  using  the  language  of  our  oppressors,” 
said  LaFontaine,  adding,  “We  should  not 
adopt  their  language  less  we  become  our 
own  worst  enemies.” 

LaFontaine  further  assailed  the 
“cannibalistic  mentality  of  the  gay 
community,”  and  said  that,  “We  must 
support  our  own  instead  of  devouring  them.” 

Rosemary  Dunn  Dalton,  a  member  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance,  said  that  debate  over  the 
appointment  is  to  be  expected.  “Towns  like 
New  York  and  San  Francisco  are  used  to 
major  ideological  struggles  in  their  gay 
communities,”  said  Dunn  Dalton.  “This  is 
our  first  experience,  and  it’s  pretty  late  in 
coming.  It’s  time  for  a  two-party  system  in 
this  state.” 

Dunn  Dalton  told  GCN  that  she  supports 
Duffy’s  appointment  because  “he  is  an 
openly  gay  man,”  and  “he’s  a  good  person.” 
However,  she  also  said  that  she  understands 
the  concerns  of  Duffy’s  opponents,  and  that 
her  support  for  Duffy  is  conditional.  “Mike 
has  to  do  a  lot  of  work  building  a  base  in  the 
civil  rights  community,  and  he  has  not  done 
this  yet,”  said  Dunn  Dalton. 

Platner,  of  the  Cambridge  Human  Rights 
Commission,  similarly  said  that 
responsibility  for  Duffy’s  success  now  lies 
solely  on  Duffy  himself.  “This  is  not  an  anti- 
Duffy  campaign.  It’s  anti-unqualified  person 
campaign,”  explained  Platner. 

“I  sincerely  hope  that  Duffy  proves  me 
wrong,”  she  concluded,  “The  entire  civil 
rights  community  in  Massachusetts  is 
depending  on  it.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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Sonia  de  Vries, 

a  lesbian  from  the 
U.S.,  travelled  to  Cuba 
in  search  of  gay  and 
lesbian  life.  Her  report 
about  the  social  and 
political  lives  of  the 
gay  people  she  met 
there  appeared  in 
GCN  Vol.  78,  No.  22. 
Now  de  Vries  looks 
at  the  complicated 
issue  of  Cuba's 
handling  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic. 

AIDS  policy  in  Cuba  has  caused 
much  questioning  and  concern  for 
many  of  us  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  in  the  U.S.  Some  of 
the  headlines  and  reports  dealing 
with  this  issue  over  the  last  few  years  sound 
like  our  worst  nightmares  have  come  true  in 
Cuba.  “Cubans  with  AIDS  or  testing  HIV 
positive  are  forcibly  imprisoned  in  a 
quarantine  facility  where  they  will  spend  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  Cuban  police  go  to  the 
homes  of  AIDS  victims  at  night  and  take 
them  out  with  plastic  bags  over  their  heads.” 
(Radio  Marti,  Miami  Herald ,  N.Y.  Times). 
There  is  a  compulsory  universal  testing  for 
all  Cubans  over  the  age  13  and  all  foreign 
visitors  to  Cuba.”  ( Miami  Herald,  Frontline). 
“Cuba  measures  against  AIDS  amount  to  a 
war  against  Homosexuals.”  (Miami  Herald, 
gay  papers).  These  are  only  a  few  examples, 
many  of  which  were  later  picked  up  by  gay 
and  women’s  press  and  presented  as  fact. 

I  visited  Cuba  in  August  of  1990  for  a 
five-week  stay.  While  I  was  there,  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  meet  and  talk  with  people 
about  the  situation  of  Cuban  people  who  are 
HIV  positive  and/or  have  AIDS.  I  went  there 
believing  much  of  what  I  had  read  in  the 
mainstream  U.S.  press,  although  I  also  knew 
that  much  of  what  reaches  us  in  the  U.S. 
about  Cuba  is  severely  and  deliberately 
distorted.  Given  the  context  of  what  we’ve 
had  to  deal  with  in  fighting  die  epidemic  in 
the  U.S.  (the  racism,  homophobia, 
indifference  and  discrimination),  the  idea  of 
the  Cuban  policy  of  quarantine  was  at  best 
frightening. 

But  through  understanding  a  little  bit  about 
Cuba  as  a  whole,  talking  with  Cuban  people 
involved  in  the  health  care  system  and 
through  talking  with  Cuban  people  living 
with  AIDS,  I  began  to  see  that  I  would  have 
to  look  at  Cuban  policy  in  an  entirely 
different  context.  As  with  many  issues,  I 
could  see  that  once  again  I  and  many  others 
had  imposed  our  perspective  on  an  entirely 
different  culture  and  system. 

Cuba  first  began  dealing  with  the  question 
of  AIDS  after  the  health  ministry  attended  a 
special  workshop  sponsored  by  the  Pan- 
American  Health  Organization  in  August  of 
1983.  At  that  time,  before  there  even  was  an 
HIV  antibody  test,  no  one  in  Cuba  had  been 
diagnosed.  Immediately  after  this  workshop, 
a  national  commission  was  set  up  to  begin 
research  and  devise  a  plan  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  AIDS  in  Cuba. 

Though  there  were  no  known  deaths  of 
AIDS  yet,  in  Cuba  the  government  was 
already  spending  millions  of  dollars  on  a  full¬ 
time  staff  of  physicians  and  researchers.  The 
first  step  taken  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  what  would  later  be  identified  as  HIV,  was 
to  stop  the  importation  of  blood  from 
countries  known  to  have  a  high  incidence  of 
AIDS.  At  first  this  included  mainly  the 
industrialized  capitalist  countries,  but  by 
1985  Cuba  had  stopped  importing  blood 


Downtown  Havana 

completely. 

At  that  time,  blood  screening  technology 
had  been  acquired  to  screen  those  considered 
to  be  high  risk.  Those  groups  included  Cuban 
people  who  had  been  living  or  working 
abroad  (for  example  the  Internationalist 
soldiers  returning  from  Angola).  Also 
considered  to  be  at  risk  were  hemophiliac 
people,  as  well  as  those  who  worked  with 
people  from  other  countries:  taxi  drivers  and 
tourist  industry  workers. 

The  first  person  known  to  die  of  AIDS  in 
Cuba  was  a  gay  man  who  may  have  been 
exposed  to  HIV  when  his  theatre  group 
visited  N.Y.  In  spite  of  this,  AIDS  has  never 
been  seen  or  portrayed  as  a  gay  disease  in 
Cuba.  From  the  beginning,  a  conscious 
decision  was  made  to  treat  AIDS  as  a 
medical  problem  and  not  a  social  problem.  In 
this  way  Cuba  hoped  to  avoid  prejudice 
against  those  with  AIDS. 

AIDS  in  Cuba  is  also  not  seen  as  a  gay 
disease  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  not  Dr. 
Hector  Terry,  Minister  of  Public  Health  for 
Epidemiology  and  Hygiene  explained  the 
Cuban  policy  in  an  interview: 

We  are  carrying  out  our  program  by 
giving  the  public  a  lot  of  scientific 
information,  speaking  to  them 
clearly  about  the  modes  of 
transmission  and  not  generating  such 
phenomena  as  homophobia  or  sexual 
repression.  In  our  country  we  don't 
want  to  generate  any  actions  or 
phobias  against  homosexuals  as  has 
happened  for  example  in  the  U.S. 

We  start  from  the  idea  that  AIDS  is 
transmitted  not  because  of  who  you 
are  but  because  of  what  you  do. 

By  Sept.,  1990,  probably  8  million  HIV 
antibody  tests  had  been  administered.  This 
number  is  misleading  however,  because  once 
a  person  tests  positive,  he  or  she  is  given  the 
test  up  to  four  more  times  to  confirm  the 
results.  Out  of  a  population  of  10  million, 
probably  close  to  two  million  people  have 
actually  been  tested.  The  people  tested  have 
been  those  listed  above  in  the  "high  risk” 
groups.  Also  tested  were  pregnant  women, 
anyone  receiving  routine  blood  work  and 
those  at  risk  because  of  sexual  contact  with 
those  already  confirmed  to  be  HTV  positive. 

There  has  been  mandatory  testing  of 
prisoners  and  foreign  students  coming  to 
Cuba  on  scholarships.  The  rationale  for  the 
testing  of  the  students  is  that  with  its  scant 
resources,  Cuba  could  simply  not  afford  to 
extend  its  AIDS  program  to  non-citizens.  The 
testing  of  those  who  had  sexual  contact  with 
HTV  positive  people  is  not  mandatory.  Such 
people  are  sent  notices  that  they  could  be  at 
risk  and  are  encouraged  to  get  tested. 

The  most  controversial  aspect  of  the 
Cuban  AIDS  policy  is,  of  course,  mandatory 
entrance  into  the  "Los  Cocos”  sanatorium, 
located  just  outside  of  Havana.  It  is,  in  effect, 
a  form  of  quarantine.  The  Cuban  government 


explains  its  decision  to  implement  this  policy 
as  being  necessary  for  two  reasons.  One  is  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS  and  the  other  is 
to  concentrate  efforts  and  resources  to  make 
the  best  care  available  to  those  infected. 

Those  responsible  for  this  policy  state  that 
it  has  never  been  seen  as  a  permanent 
solution  and  that  when  a  better  way  is  found 
to  deal  with  the  prevention  of  and  care  for 
people  who  are  HIV  positive  it  will  be 
implemented.  Some  of  the  (self)  criticisms 
made  have  been  that  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
quarantine  process  not  enough  information 
was  given  to  the  people  and  their  families, 
and  that  admission  into  Los  Cocos  was 
abrupt. 

At  no  point,  however,  was  anyone  brought 
to  Los  Cocos  under  gun  point  or  with  a 
plastic  bag  over  her  or  his  head,  as  was  stated 
by  the  U.S.  press.  Cuban  officials  explain 
that  their  mistakes  made  early  on  stemmed 
from  fear  and  lack  of  understanding  and 
knowledge  about  AIDS  or  AIDS 
transmission.  At  this  point  doctors  at  Los 
Cocos  are  working  towards  an  end  to 
mandatory  admission  into  Los  Cocos.  They 
would  like  to  make  it  possible  for  people  to 
reintegrate  into  their  communities  and 
continue  the  Los  Cocos  program  on  a 
voluntary  basis.  Some  of  the  steps  taken  in 
this  direction  are  that  some  people  have  been 
able  to  return  to  work,  and  most  of  the 
residents  go  out  on  weekend  and  holiday 
passes. 

Another  part  of  the  effort  to  reintegrate 
people  is  educating  the  population  and 
specifically  the  coworkers  of  those  who  are 
HIV  positive.  Much  of  what  I  learned  about 
Los  Cocos  was  from  a  man  named  Juan 
Carlos.  Juan  Carlos  is  a  doctor  at  Los  Cocos. 
He  is  also  an  HIV  positive  out  gay  man.  He 
has  been  living  at  Los  Cocos  for  the  last  four 
years.  He  has  been  a  doctor  there  for  over  a 
year. 

When  Juan  Carlos  told  me  that  people 
were  allowed  out  on  passes  selectively,  my 
fear  was  that  selection  would  be  based  on 
sexuality.  Juan  Carlos  told  me  however  that 
passes  were  issued  on  how  responsible 
individuals  were  judged  to  be  and  how  well 
they  understood  self  care  and  safe  sex 
precautions.  Almost  all  the  gay  residents 
went  out  on  passes,  he  told  me. 

Juan  Carlos  also  talked  enthusiastically 
about  the  fact  that  Los  Cocos  is  the  first  place 
where  a  group  of  heterosexual,  homosexual 
and  bisexual  people  were  living  together 
openly.  The  residents  there  choose  whom 
they  will  live  with  and  Juan  Carlos  lives  with 
his  lover  Raul  who  is  also  HIV  positive. 
They  share  a  cottage  with  a  straight  married 
couple.  People  have  grown  to  overcome  their 
prejudices  and  to  speak  openly  about  their 
varying  sexualities. 

Everyone,  regardless  of  their  sexual 


preference,  is  encouraged  to  follow  the  same 
guidelines.  Safe  sex  is  strongly  encouraged, 
including  alternative  sexual  expression 
and/or  use  of  condoms.  Juan  Carlos 
explained  to  me  that  it  has  been  very  difficult 
to  convince  the  men  to  use  condoms  because 
of  the  cultural  biases  against  such  things. 
Most  men,  he  said,  feel  that  it  is  an  affront  to 
their  spontaneous  masculine  sexual  impulses. 

Life  in  the  sanatorium  is  as  close  to  normal 
as  possible.  There  are  art  workshops,  sports, 
recreational  facilities  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  for  some  people  to  work  at  their 
previous  professions,  like  nursing, 
mechanics,  accounting  and  others.  Residents 
are  involved  in  all  decisions  affecting  them, 
ranging  from  methods  of  treatment  to  whom 
they  will  live  with  and  what  color  paint 
should  be  used  for  their  rooms.  There  is 
round-the-clock  medical  supervision  and 
Cuban  statistics  show  that  the  Los  Cocos 
residents  have  a  lower  rate  of  opportunistic 
infections  than  HIV  positive  people 
elsewhere.  There  is  also  individual  and  group 
counseling. 

Another  very  important  aspect  of  the  lives 
of  people  who  are  HIV  positive  in  Cuba  is 
that,  as  with  all  health  care  in  Cuba,  the 
treatment  is  absolutely  free.  All  the  residents 
at  Los  Cocos  receive  their  full  salaries 
regardless  of  whether  they  are  working.  Their 
previous  jobs  are  guaranteed  if  and  when 
they  can  return  to  them.  Los  Cocos,  which 
was  actually  a  resort  facility  prior  to  its  use  as 
a  medical  facility,  is  a  group  of  bungalows 
which  have  air  conditioning  and  color  TV, 
(both  of  which  are  considered  to  be  luxuries 
in  Cuba).  People  receive  the  best  health  care 
available  and  no  monetary  limit  exists  on 
whatever  treatment  is  necessary. 

It  costs  the  Cuban  government  $7000  to 
supply  one  person  with  AZT  for  a  year. 
Considering  that  Cuba  has  scant  supply  of 
dollars  with  which  to  buy  medicines  on  the 
foreign  market,  this  is  no  small 
accomplishment  Health  care  is  a  priority  in 
Cuba  and  because  it  is  free  and  universal 
there  are  no  barriers  such  as  race  or  class  in 
acquiring  the  kind  of  treatment  a  person 
needs.  The  World  Health  Organization  has 
given  Cuba  recognition  for  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  only  country  in  the  world  touched  by 
AIDS  that  actually  has  had  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  people  testing  HIV  positive  over 
the  last  three  years.  This  is  attnbutea  m  pan 
to  the  fact  that  the  Cuban  health  ministry 
(MINSAP)  has  a  blank  check  for  research, 
prevention  and  treatment  of  AIDS. 

I  asked  Juan  Carlos  that  if  he  had  been  in 
charge  would  he  have  set  up  the  sanatorium 
in  the  way  that  it  was  set  up?  (In  particular,  I 
was  referring  to  the  mandatory  aspect.)  He 
said  undoubtedly,  yes.  He  said  that  he 
believed  it  was  the  best  solution  given  the 
situation,  though  he  admitted  that,  of  course, 

Continued  on  page  9 
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The  Theater  Offensive  Presents 


Struggling  in  Peru 

A  steady  diet  of  oppresion  fails  to  extinguish  the  gay  and 


lesbian  movement  in  Pem 

By  Lucien  Chauvin 


Although  the  Homosexual  Movement 
of  Lima  (MHOL)  has  made  great 
strides  promoting  and  defending  the 
rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
violence  and  rejection  continue  to  threaten 
Peru’s  homosexual  community. 

“As  an  expression  of  the  generalized  social 
violence,  for  example,  in  the  last  10  months 
60  transvestites  have  been  assassinated. 
These  assassinations  are  the  most  brutal 
example  of  the  violence  encountered  by 
lesbians  and  gay  [men],”  said  Rebeca  Sevilla, 
MHOL’s  executive  director.  “The 
homosexualization  of  AIDS  has  added  to  the 
homophobia  that  already  existed  in  the  most 
extremist  sectors  of  Peruvian  society,”  she 
added. 

In  June  of  1990,  for  example,  the  police 
raided  “El  Dique,”  a  restaurant  in  one  of 
Lima’s  poor  barrios.  A  group  of  gay  men  had 
gathered  at  the  restaurant  for  a  party  and  to 
elect  “Miss  Gay  San  Martin  de  Pones.” 

A  number  of  Lima  dailies  carried  news  of 
the  raid,  offering  various  justifications  for  the 
action.  Not  one  newspaper,  however,  faulted 
the  police  for  violating  the  constitutionally 
guaranteed  right  to  assemble. 

In  addition  to  the  repression  and  prejudice 
found  throughout  all  levels  of  Peruvian 
society,  lesbian  and  gay  people  are  also  the 
targets  of  one  of  Peru’s  revolutionary 
movements. 

The  Tupac  Aram  Revolutionary 
Movement  (MRTA)  has  openly  stated  its 
policy  to  kill  homosexuals,  who,  according 
to  the  group’s  leader,  Victor  Polay,  represent 
a  danger  to  society.  In  early  May  1990, 
members  of  MRTA  entered  Tarapoto,  in  San 
Martin,  and  advised  residents  that  they  would 
soon  begin  a  process  of  “moralization.” 

This  moralization  was  aimed  at  ridding  the 
city  of  all  homosexuals,  prostitutes,  thieves 
and  drug  users.  The  group  followed  up  on  its 
threat  at  the  end  of  May,  re-entering  the  city 
and  massacring  seven  gay  men. 

In  July  1990,  MRTA  carried  out  a  similar 
campaign  in  Pucallpa,  in  Ucayali.  Two  gay 
men  were  assassinated  in  the  attack. 

Nevertheless,  the  violence  directed  against 
homosexuals  has  provoked  little  response 
from  Peru’s  human  rights  groups.  Taking  the 
lead  from  Amnesty  International,  many  of 
Pern’s  human  rights  groups  claim  that 
violations  based  solely  on  one’s  sexual 
preference  do  not  fall  under  the  rubric  of 
existing  international  human  rights 
conventions  and  declarations. 

“For  human  rights  groups,  aggressions 
directed  against  homosexuals  are  not 
considered  violations  of  human  rights,” 
stated  the  coordinator  of  MHOL’s  legal 
defense  office. 

“If  Peru’s  human  rights  groups  considered 
aggressions  against  homosexuals  violations 
of  human  rights,  they  would  denounce 
massacres  such  as  the  one  which  occurred  in 
Tarapoto.  These  groups,  however,  have 
remained  silent,"  added  MHOL’s  lawyer. 

Contributing  to  the  repressive  climate  that 
Peru’s  homosexuals  confront  is  an  ever- 
worsening  economic  and  political  crisis.  On 
Aug.  8,  Pres.  Alberto  Fujimori  announced  an 
economic  adjustment  plan  that  quadrupled 
the  price  of  basic  foods  and  raised  fuel  prices 
some  30  times.  The  following  day,  “Black 
Thursday,”  most  Peruvians  wondered  what 
had  happened  to  the  populist  rhetoric  that 
earned  Fujimori  56  percent  of  the  vote. 

For  many  of  Peru’s  12  million  poor,  the 
“Fujishock”  may  literally  be  the  final 
blow — causing  thousands  to  die  of  hunger, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  strengthening  Peru’s 
revolutionary  groups,  MRTA  and  the  Maoist 
Shining  Path. 

Both  the  immediate  and  long-term 
consequences  of  the  economic  crisis  also 
have  serious  implications  for  Peru’s  lesbians 
and  gay  men  as  well  as  for  MHOL.  For 
example,  Eduardo,  a  19-year-old  gay  man, 
was  left  homeless  after  the  {nice  of  the  room 
he  shared  with  five  other  people  went  from 
$5  a  month  to  $5  a  week.  He  is  not  working 
and  the  odds  of  his  finding  a  job  are  slim.  His 
case  is  the  norm. 

According  to  Anita,  one  of  MHOL’s  staff 
members,  her  monthly  salary  of  $40  does  not 
go  far.  “I  am  an  immigrant  from  the  sierra. 
People  in  Lima  are  better  equipped  to 
confront  the  current  crisis  because  they  have 
a  certain  stability.  A  simple  room  in  a 
boarding  house  now  costs  $20  a  month, 
that’s  half  my  salary,"  she  stated. 

According  to  Sevilla,  MHOL  is  currently 
operating  on  a  monthly  budget  of  $5,000. 
The  amount  is  used  to  pay  the  group’s  30 
employees  and  cover  operating  costs.  With 


an  annual  inflation  rate  estimated  at  10,000 
percent,  MHOL  is  face  with  tough  choices. 

“The  impact  of  MHOL’s  work  has 
increased  roughly  10  times  in  the  last  three 
years.  Operating  funds,  however,  have 
remained  at  1986  levels,”  stated  Sevilla. 
“What’s  worse,  we  have  to  use  what  funds 
we  have  to  fill  in  huge  gaps  left  by  the 
government’s  ineffective  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  government  is  not  concerned  with  the 
most  marginalized  sectors  of  society,”  she 
added. 

An  AIDS  hotline,  Sidayuda,  the  most 
established  service  of  its  kind  south  of 
Mexico,  is  confronted  by  several  problems 
including  telephone  rates  that  have  increased 
some  6,000  percent  since  January.  In  the 
weeks  following  the  announcement  of  the 
economic  measures,  calls  received  by 
Sidayuda’s  volunteers  dropped  from  an 
average  of  30  a  week  to  five. 

“As  a  result  of  the  economic  and  social 
crisis,  people  have  lost  perspective  on  their 
health,  and,  in  general,  their  lives.  When 
people  don’t  have  anything  to  eat,  worrying 
about  the  possibility  of  getting  AIDS  loses 
meaning,”  said  Kique  Bossio,  MHOL’s 
secretary. 

In  recent  months  the  situation  for  those 
who  are  HTV  positive  or  who  have  AIDS  has 
gone  from  bad  to  worse.  Because  of  high 
prices  and  low  supplies,  medicines  are  not 
frequently  used  to  treat  those  patients  lucky 
enough  to  receive  medical  attention  from 
Peru’s  battered  health  care  system. 

If  Peru's  human 
rights  groups 
considered 
aggressions  against 
homosexuals 
violations  of  human 
rights,  they  would 
denounce  massacres 
such  as  the  one  which 
occurred  in  Tarapoto. 
These  groups, 
however,  have 
remained  silent. 

In  the  past,  a  controlled,  high  protein  diet 
was  the  best  way  of  avoiding  tuberculosis 
and  other  highly  infectious  diseases  common 
in  Peru  and  easily  caught  when  the  immune 
system  is  weakened.  With  a  monthly  salary 
of  less  that  $40  it  is  now  virtually  impossible 
to  fulfill  even  this  basic  survival  tactic. 

A  street-oriented  program,  “Pass  the 
Word,”  is  also  threatened.  The  price  of  paper 
needed  to  make  the  roughly  18,000 
pamphlets  that  the  program’s  promoters  pass 
out  has  increased  nearly  500  percent.  Each 
month  volunteers  from  Pass  the  Word  hand 
out  some  24,000  condoms.  This  distribution, 
however,  could  be  jeopardized  as  both  price 
and  demand  have  increased  far  beyond  what 
was  projected. 

“When  we  first  began,  the  program  was 
rejected  by  the  people  we  were  trying  to 
reach.  These  same  people  are  now  unhappy 
with  one  condom,  they  want  four  or  five. 
Transvestites  and  male  prostitutes  want  up  to 
20  condoms,  ‘because  they  work,”’  said 
Cesar  Alcozar,  one  of  the  program’s 
coordinators. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulties  presented  by 
both  economic  and  social  violence,  MHOL’s 
Sevilla  is  confident  that  the  group  will 
continue  to  move  ahead.  “MHOL  offers  a 
space  where  people  can  meet,  where  they  can 
find  creative  and  collective  support  to 
confront  their  daily  problems.  There  is  an 
atmosphere  of  solidarity  which  stresses  the 
positive  as  a  defense  against  all  the  pain  and 
anger  in  Peru  today,”  said  Sevilla.  □ 
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Abe  Rybeck 


Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  •  black  box  theater 

541  Tremont  Street,  South  End 


For  reservations,  info  &  wheelchair  access  call  423-0942 
Tickets  also  available  at:  Glad  Day  and  New  Words 


MUSIC  DIRECTED  BY  JOHN  THOMAS 


Thursdays  &  Fridays  at  8pm  •  Saturdays  at  7  &  1  0pm  •  Sundays  at  7pm 
$9.50  IN  ADVANCE  •  $1 1 . 50  AT  THE  DOOR 
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Sara  Cytron 


New  York  Lesbian  Comic 


“Funny,  sharp. ..Cytron  can  act  and 
she  can  write  with  crucial  tough¬ 
mindedness  and  urgency”  -The  village  voice 

“Hilarious  insights... An  ultra-talented 
comedian.  ’’-The  New  York  Naive 


ONE  NIGHT 


Saturday  •  March  23  •  8  PM 

Also  Appearing 

Jan  Luby 

INDIGO 

823  Main  Street  in  Cambridge 

$7  •  For  information, 
call  (617)  497-7200 


ADVANCE  TICKET  SALES  AT  THE  NIGHT  STAGE  BOX  OFFICE,  STRAWBERRIES  RECORDS 
AND  AT  ALL  TICKETRON  OUTLETS.  CREDIT  CARD  PURCHASES  CALL  61 7-720-3434  OR 
TELETRON  AT  1-800-382-8080.  ADVANCE  TICKET  PURCHASE  SUGGESTED. 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


12™  Birthday  Sale 

15%  OFF  ALL  BOOKS! 

TWO  DAYS  ONLY! 

Saturday  16  March  and 
Sunday  17  March 


673  Boylston  St  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-llpm  •  Sun  12-9pm 


'OMEN  IN  FOCUS 


JOS  Um.RTOS 


(Till  HHWSFNO 


\I  RI  IJO  POM 


MK'II API,  CM  I  I  S 


JIMM\  Rl  II  \N|> 


Duck  Soup 

(formerly  the  Wilbur  Theater) 

246  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA 


"Flirt  with  the  Flirtations" 
at  the  reception  afterwards 


Tickets  $12  in  advance 
$15  at  the  door 

$35  includes  concert  and  reception 


For  ticket  information,  please  call  (617)  262-3149. 

All  proceeds  to  benefit  the  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee 


fliRta 


tiONS 


Sunday 

March  24,  1991 

4PM 


BSfc  COMING  SOON 

W  3-23  •  NY  COMEDIENNE  SARA  CYTRON 
^  WITH  SINGER/SONG  WRITER  JAN  LUBY  •  8  PM 
4-3  •  DESERT  HEARTS  AND  SPECIAL  GUEST  PATTY  GRIFFIN  •  8  PM 
4-7  •  TWO  NICE  GIRLS  AND  BARB  SCHLOFF  •  8  PM 
5-11  •  TRET  FURE*  7:30  PM 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM,  Sun  9PM- 1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 
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MEN 

[4IDS 


For  registra 
unteer,  call  t]j 
at  Fenway 
617-267-0900: 


Conference  & 
Health  Fair 

April  19-21,  1991 
Boston,  MA 


information  or  to  vol- 
onference  Coordinator 
unity  Health  Center 
ponsored  by  FCHC. 


Cosponsored  by  tly  Boston  AIDS  Consortium, 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  En¬ 
gland,  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition  as 
well  as  other  locallagencies. 


Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


Gallery 

Continued  from  backpage 

ones  for  a  photograph?  The  muses  should 
watch  their  praetorian  guard,  lest  they  fall 
victim  to  their  supposed  protectors. 

But  all  things  considered,  I  haven’t  had  such 
an  interesting  thing  happen  to  me  in  a  gallery 
since  I  was  twenty  and  the  man  told  me  he  was 
a  professional  photographer  and  would  love  to 
take  my  picture.  G 

Cuba 

Continued  from  page  7 

no  one  wants  to  be  separated  from  her  or  his 
community  to  live  indefinitely  in  a 
sanatorium. 

I  was  also  confused  by  the  seeming 
cooperation  of  the  people  going  in  to  Los 
Cocos  and  he  explained  that  this  was  so  for 
several  reasons.  One  major  factor  is  that 
many  of  those  testing  HIV  positive  were 
especially  dedicated  revolutionary  people 
who  had  been  carrying  out  Internationalist 
work  in  other  countries.  These  people  in 
particular  felt  that  it  was  important  to  do 
what  was  best  for  the  society  as  a  whole.  The 
perspective  of  collective  well  being  as  a 
priority  is  a  deeply  ingrained  value  that  is  a 
product  of  the  revolutionary  process  in  Cuba. 

The  other  reason  that  Juan  Carlos  gave  me 
is  that  the  Cuban  people  basically  believe  in 
and  trust  their  health  care  system  and  they 
trust  that  they  will  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
best  way  possible.  In  a  country  such  as  the 
U.S.  where  many  people  literally  die  for  lack 
of  health  care  and  where  quality  health  care 
is  reserved  for  the  privileged  few,  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  believing  that  you  can  trust  the 
government  to  take  care  of  you. 

Cuba  spends  approximately  $7  million  a 
year  on  AIDS  research,  treatment  and 
prevention,  not  including  salaries  of  those 
number  infected.  The  government  is  also 
experimenting  with  the  costly  chemical 
produced  by  the  body’s  white  blood  cells. 
Interferon.  It  has  been  difficult  to  obtain 
certain  much-needed  medicine  because  of 
the  U.S.  trade  embargo,  which  still  exists  to 
this  day,  and  which  causes  millions  of  dollars 
to  be  lost  out  of  the  Cuban  budget.  Instead  of 
being  able  to  buy  from  the  U.S.,  which  is 
only  90  miles  away,  officials  have  to  go  half 
way  around  the  world  for  the  same  things. 
This  is  an  especially  painful  reality  when  it 
comes  to  life-saving  medicines. 

Another  aspect  of  the  Cuban  AIDS  policy 
is  family  support,  which  includes  counseling 
services  for  families  of  those  testing  HIV 
positive.  Since  Cuban  people  generally 
believe  that  stress  is  a  major  factor  in  a 
person’s  health  and  well-being,  they 
therefore  try  to  make  sure  that  people  will 
not  have  to  worry  about  the  economic  or 
emotional  well  being  of  either  themselves  or 
their  families. 

Another  thing  I  learned  is  that  there  have 
been  special  requests  by  HIV  positive  people 
who  want  to  remain  at  home,  and  the 
requests  have  been  accepted.  For  instance, 
one  mother  who  tested  positive  asked  to 
remain  home  with  her  children  and  was 
granted  her  request. 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of 
AIDS  prevention  in  Cuba  has  been  safe  sex 
education.  Juan  Carlos  felt,  however,  that 
much  more  of  it  is  needed.  There  have  been 
very  frank  discussions  on  TV,  full  page  ads 
in  magazines  and  newspapers  and  radio  call- 
in  programs  dedicated  to  discussions  of  the 
epidemic. 

The  mass  organizations  have  also 
participated  in  educating  people  including 
the  Federation  of  Cuban  women,  (FMC)  the 
Committees  in  Defense  of  the  Revolution 
(CDR)  and  others.  Education  focuses  on 
risky  behavior  rather  than  risk  groups. 
Condoms  have  been  given  out  at  health 
clinics. 

Unlike  the  U.S.,  drug  addiction  is  very 
rare  in  Cuba  and  there  have  been  no  reported 
cases  of  transmission  through  I.V.  drug  use. 
MINSAP  carefully  studies  all  international 
developments  in  AIDS  research  and  does  not 
impose  the  barriers  found  in  the  U.S.  to 
making  new  drugs  available,  no  matter  what 
their  cost 

Growing  up  in  the  U.S.,  where  the  idea  of 
individual  “freedom”  is  promoted  above  all 
else,  I  left  Cuba  feeling  very  impressed  by 
the  thoughtful  and  dedicated  care  of  HIV 
positive  people,  but  still  felt  the 
contradiction  in  the  idea  of  quarantine.  Two 
thoughts  stay  in  my  head  about  this,  one  was 
the  fact  that  Cuba  is  still  the  only  country 
where  AIDS  has  declined  progressively,  and 
the  other  thing  was  what  Juan  Carlos  had 
said  to  me  when  we  spoke  of  individual 
freedom  in  relation  to  both  our  countries.  He 
asked,  “What  is  freedom  for  a  person  with 
AIDS  without  medical  care,  without  a  job, 
without  a  decent  place  to  live,  without 
support,  without  the  means  to  live 
healthily?”  □ 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


HIV 

Negative? 

A  workshop/support  group 
for  gay  men  who  have 
tested  HIV  negative 
and  want  to  talk  about 
their  concerns. 

•  Anxious? 

•  Wondering  how  to  stay  HIV  negative? 

•  Confused  about  dating? 

•  Feel  guilty  about  your  feelings  ? 

Let's  get  together  and  talk. 

Thursday,  March  21, 7PM-9PM 

Old  South  Church,  Guild  Room,  4th  floor 

645  Boylston  Street,  Boston 

Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
and  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

For  more  information:  (617)  437-6200,  ext.  499, 
or  (617)  267-0900,  ext.  242 


Oral  Sex  Between  Men:  How  Safe  Is  It? 


Anybody  Going  Down? 


What  do  we  actually  know 
about  HIV,  AIDS  and  oral  sex? 

What  about  pre-cum? 

What  do  we  actually  know 
for  sure? 

Panelists 

Eric  Rofes, 

Shanti  Project,  San  Fransisco 
and  former  features  editor  of 
Gay  Community  News 

Derek  Livingston, 

Gay  Male  Health  Educator, 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS 

Robb  Johnson, 

Health  Educator, 

Fenway  Community  Health 
Center 

Moderator 


Jim  Brinning, 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


March  20, 1991 

7:00  -  9:00  PM 
Marriott  Hotel,  Copley  Place 
110  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston 
(rooms  A-D,  4th  floor) 

Sponsored  by  the 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee 

For  More  Information  Call 


(617)  437-6200  Ext.  499 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA02’15 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK  S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  (or  all  ot 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W.  F,  Sal:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Paris  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

1 86  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  M  A  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  (obs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

NOS  KEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  ■  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7643 


GREATER  PROVIENCE  AREA 

Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  S  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Croaby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
LICSW 

Indrv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St„  Suita  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  7397860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  SI..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  Si. 
CAmbridga.  MA 
(617)  6614)246 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(506)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  SL  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA.  24-hr.  service 
1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lie# 3269  D/B/A  P.Waiach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  Si. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  Si. 


Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St„  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  Ine 
Tues.  and  Sat.  95  Wed.-Frl 
99  Wak-ln  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th.  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

5  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health. 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  fa  men  and 
women  Mon.  eve6.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS.  CLU 

Congress  Si..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  M  A  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
busi  ness  owner -author-film/ 
commie  acta.  Free  brochure 

6  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hal 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

LEW1NGER  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provlncetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 


REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Balelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  Si. 

Boston .  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  SL  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces.  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sal.  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM- 1AM 


To  get  your 
listing  in  the 
COMMUNITY 
GUIDE 
callTrixiat 
(617)426-4469 


Support  our  Advertisers 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 


Let  Gay  Selections  help  you  find  that  special  man 
from  right  here  in  the  New  England  area. 

Listen  to  dozens  of  messages  from  gay  men/  or  leave 
a  message  of  your  own. 


GAY 

SELECTIONS™ 

1-500-370-2266 

Trg  our  demo  number:  (617)  262-7272 
Onlg  H  per  minute.  Mutt  be  1?  gear:  or  older.  ©Jartel,  I  nr.,  1991 


Popular  Myths  About  AIDS:  #3 


FACT:  The  currently  prescribed  dose  of  AZT 
is  not  toxic  to  most  people. 

Early  stories  of  AZT  toxicity  described  the  medical  care 
of  people  in  advanced  stages  of  AIDS,  already  in  poor 
health,  and  taking  very  high  doses  of  the  drug  -  up  to 
1200  mg!  Now  the  prescribed  dose  is  300-500  mg. 

People  who  are  HIV  positive,  but  have  no  other 
symptoms  and  are  generally  in  good  health,  ususally 
feel  no  side  effects.  And,  for  those  few  who  are 
adversely  affected  by  AZT,  other  effective  drugs 
may  soon  be  available,  perhaps  ddl  and  ddC. 


Safer  sex,  testing  and  early  treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90’s. 


It’s  not  over  yet 

There  is  still  time  for  us  to  win  the  fight! 


Information:  AIDS  ACTION  Line 
(617)  536-7733  or  (800)  235-2331 
Paid  for  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


"  SUfiMfi 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 


<..i\  owned  and  operated  $2/min. 
More  information  (305)  565-4455  ext.2355 
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CREDITlCARDl NOT  NEEDED 


,01 99llREA^PEOPLEfLTD 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears. 


C'MON  WOMAN— BlfTCH  ME  OVER 

Sensitive  independent  lesbian  seeks  joyous 
encounters  with  adventerous  dykes.  We  are  each 
honest,  pro-sexual,  tender/strong.  No  drugs,  fat- 
phobia,  head-games  (except  below  the  belt). 
Boston  area. GCN  Box  606  (fw36) 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women 
for  friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500 

(fw35) 


PETE  AND  TONY 

Met  Key  West  Feb.  3rd — La  Ti  Da  Tea  Dance. 
Jeff  203-846-9890  or  203  222-5858  (42) 


QUALITY  FRIENSHIPS 

Student,  28,  into  friends,  family,  social 
consciousness,  politics  (I'm  a  Humphrey 
Democrat),  films  and  music  (192Q's-present),  art- 
deco  design,  outdoors.  I  seek  friends  of  all  types, 
ages  (Singles/Couples,  M/F)  to  share  interests, 
respect  for  humanity.  Let's  correspond.  Mike 
Miner,  P.O.  Box  34125,  San  Diego,  CA  92163- 
4125 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  67".  225  lbs. 
If  you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if 
you're  looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the 
description  of  husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I 
may  interest  you.  I'm  into  a  number  of  things 
(FF.GR  active.  Wax,  to  name  a  few)and  for  the 
right  bottom  will  adapt.  If  you're  tired  of  always 
playing  the  Daddy  and  need  that  special  Daddy 
loving,  contact  me  Short,  stocky  and/or  balding 
men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses  w/  pictures 
answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be  answered. 
GCN  Box  111 


YOUNG  GWM  SEEKS  COMPANIONSHIP 

Texas  inmate,  23,  6'  4”,  215,  green  eyes,  light 
brown  hair.  Associate's  Degree,  creative,  top,  safe 
HIV  neg.,  enjoys  tennis,  raquetb&ll  and 
swimming.  Seeks  professional  type  for  long  term 
correspondence,  frienship,  and  possible 
relationship  upon  release  in  1993.  Discreet 
sincere  inquiries  please.  GCN  Box  599 

(32) 


WAY  TOO  HOT! 

Naughty  photos,  nasty  phone  calls,  dirty  letters, 
home  made  videos.  Ill  snow  you  mine,  you  show 
me  yours.  GM  looking  to  swap,  GCN  Box  358 


Spandexa,  I  know  you  can  give  me  what  I  want, 
and  I  want  it  all  from  you,  Leatheretta  (34) 


Young  academic  seeks  active  leftist  lesbian  to 
court.  You  must  be  both  sarcastic  and  amiable. 
Adventure  awaits.  GCN  Box  600  (33) 


RHODE  ISLAND  DYKE 

Late  thirties  lesbian  into  progressive  politics, 
music,  exploring  life.  Seeking  friendship,  maybe 
more  with  woman  thirty  or  older.  P.O.  Box  40203 
Providence,  RI 02904 


GROUP  SEX  OR  1  ON  1  ACTION 

When  you  have  MEN  on  your  mind  or  meeting 
that  special  guy  call  REAL  MEN  Club  617/848- 
0027  and  DO  IT  all  night  (35) 


Announcements 


THE  1 990  EZ  PEACE  FORM 

Have  you  returned  yours? 

Send  it  in  today  and  make  sure  your  taxes  pay  for 
peace,  not  war!  Alternative  Revenue  Service: 
339  Lafayette  Street,  NY,  NY  10012  1/800/955- 
PEACE 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  Sl  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


CELEBRATING  LESBIAN  RELATIONSHIPS 

Weekend  country  retreat  for  all  lesbians  to 
explore  relationships  with  lovers,  former  lovers, 
friends,  and  with  women  from  different  ethnic, 
economic,  and  racial  backgrounds.  Two  locations: 
March  29-31,  Rowe  Conference  Center,  Mass.; 
May  3-5,  Phoenicia  Path  work  Center,  New  York, 
NY.  Call  (21 5)  732-3556  (34) 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  623-2121. 


War  Resisters  Leauge  Training  Program  for 
Organizers.  August  9-18,  1991.  Cost:  $275-$450, 
sliding  scale.  Program  held  in  Western 
Massachusetts.  To  receive  an  application  and 
brochure,  contact  WRL,  339  Lafayette  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10012.  Apply  by  June  1. 


HIV+  LESBIANS— BE  HEARD! 

Participants  are  being  sought  for  a  study  of  the 
experiences  of  lesbians  living  with  HIV.  For  more 
info,  please  contact  Sarah  Steadman  at  889-8515 
ext.  407  or  648-2919. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  necessary.  Each  word  after  25  words  is  25 1,  business  ads  35  ( 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25 1  for  each  addtl  word 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35*  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

Discounts 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 
Subscriptions 
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City _ State _ zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  each  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


VOLUNTEER  AT  WOMEN’S  SHELTER 

Multi -cultural,  feminist  Cambridge  shelter  for 
battered  women,  including  battered  lesbians, 
needs  volunteers.  Training  begins  April  4.  Call 
Stephanie  at  Transition  House  by  March  27:  354- 
2676  (34) 


Help  Wanted 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Car  necessary 
dependability  a  must.  Will  train.  Call  Bill  at  648- 
OS  78.  After  7:00  PM  leave  message.  (34) 


Am  Tivka,  Boston  Community  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Jews,  seeks  a  part-time  Administrative 
Assistant.  Organizational,  office  and  good 
interpersonal  skills  required.  Word  Processing 
and  computer  knowledge  helpful.  Flexible  hours, 
8-10  hrs/wk.  Send  resume  to  Am  Tivka,  P.O.  Box 
11,  Cambridge,  MA  02238.  No  phone  calls 
please.  (35) 


DEVELOPMENT  COORDINATOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD)  seeks  Development  Coordinator  to 
coordinate  events,  membership,  direct  mail,  grant 
writing.  Responsible  fro  computer  and  data 
menagement.  Experience  in  Development 
preferred.  People  of  color  are  encoraged  to  apply. 
Resumes  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA 
02112  by  April  5, 1991.  (35) 


MAJOR-DOMO 

Luxury  Boston  home  requires  services  of 
experienced  male  housekeeper  live  in.  Travel. 
Opportunity  for  advancement  GCN  Box  122 

(38) 


Apartments 


WINTHROP 

Studio,  mod.,  inc's  all  util's.. ..$450  LeBLANC 
REALTY  569-2021 


WINTHROP 

2  bedims.,  ocean  view,  hdwd.  firs.,  prkg.,  hL  &ht 
water....$650  LeBLANC  REALTY  569-2021 

(34) 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill,  T  & 
Xwy,  $600.  Older  $565  inc  all  436-2583  (35) 


Brighton-Oak  Sq.  Large  4  room  apt.  in  owner- 
occ.  three-decker  conv.  to  57-Watertown- 
Kenmore  bus,  perfect  for  non-smoking  single  or 
couple;  cat  ok.  600/mo.  incl.  hot  water.  Call  Mon- 
Thurs  eves.  782-4445  (34) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Third  floor  lesbian  owned/occupied  triple  decker. 
Six  rooms,  two  porches.  Insulated.  Multi-ethnic 
community.  Quiet  street.  Near  park  and  T.  W/D  in 
basement  700+  524-5144  (36) 


N  ALLSTON 

Huge  3  bedroom  apartment  on  top  2  floors  of  2 
family  house  near  Harvard/66  bus  Washer/dryer 
parking  large  yard  $925  heated  Call  254-1955 

(35) 


LOVE  SHACK  GETAWAY! 

Romantic  Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  3  bedroom,  2 
bath  summer  house  with  charm.  Rustic.  Kerosene 
Snd  gas  run  appliances.  Solid.  Requires  cosmetic 
attention.  Asking  $115,  000.  203^23-7932  (37) 


Ognuquit/York,  Maine.  400  capacity  night  club 
and  restaurant  on  7  acres  reduced  for  quick  sale 
$765,000  to  $475,000. 

Portsmouth  New  Hampshire.  Riverfront 
restaurant  grossing  $1.2  M,  seats  160,  14  year 
lease,  $2600/month  plus  escalator.  $795,000 

Seacoast-area  ocean  front  restaurant  and  motel 
including  all  furnishings,  equipment  and  real 
estate.  $995,000 

York  Harbor,  Maine.  1  bedroom  condo,  fully 
applianced,  fireplace,  elevator,  overlooking 
harbor  reduced  from  $205,000  to  $138,000  for 
quick  sale. 

WALLACE  ASSOCIATES  (603)  433-1650 

(35) 


Gorgeous  2  family  seacaptain's  home  in  safe 
Chelsea  neighborhood,  minutes  from  Boston. 
Great  interior  plus  yard  and  garage.  $169,900. 
864-5203  (33) 


DEFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will 
relieve  all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call 
only.  Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 
Saving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7840 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  •Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


PCA  AVAILABLE 

To  work  late  afternoon  or  early  evening  shifts. 
South  shore/Boston  Area.  5  years  experience  in 
Health  Care— State  Certified.  Call  Dawn  between 
4 -6pm.  508-279-0263  (36) 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  A 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


Springwater  designs 

Rings  for  Celebrating  our 
Relationships 

Handmade-18kt-14kt-Sterling 

BY  APPOINTMENT 
CALL  OR  SEND  $2  FOR  CATALOGUE 

PO  Box  40628  Providence  RI  02940 
(401)  273  6391  st  (617)354  8515 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hdppine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

information  •  support  • ' 
referral  •  crisis  intervention 


No  fooling! 

Starting  April  1st 

Deadline  changes 

All  classified  copy  and  display 
advertising  reservations  will  be  due 
at  3  p.m.  on  Fridays.  Camera-ready 
display  ads  or  classified  ads  will  be 
accepted  until  Monday  at  noon,  if  a 

reservation  has  been  made. 

Questions?  Call  426-4469. 


VICTORIA  PARK  FLORIDA 

4  units  in  gay  area  3-1/1  separate  2/1.  $24K 
annual  income  live  in  one  rent  the  others.  $180K 
large  assumable  Call  407-394-7273 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos"  742-2416  (40) 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under. 
Wed.  night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New 
persons  meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at 
6:45.  Call  1  -800-42-B AGLY  forinfo.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431- 
1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St. 
SF.CA,  94114.  (16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World 
wide  news,  art,  opinions.  Application, 
information  free.  Bulletin  $1.00  NAmBLA,  P.O. 
Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018(7) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  large  sunny  2BR  near 
pond,  EIK,  frplc,  2  porches,  hrdwd  floors.  NearT. 
Have  lab  puppy.  No  more  pets.  No  smokers. 
Avail,  immed.  5375+  524-7857  (34) 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard. 
We  are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets. 
No  smokers.  Available  April  1.  Rent  325+  625- 
4298 


BL  seek  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny, 
convenient  Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with 
hardwood  floors  and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and 
responsible.  315+  868-4907  (32) 


FITCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country 
farmhouse  50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat, 
garden  space,  piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable. 
$300.  Barter  possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 


SAVIN  HILL 

GM  share  large  modem  condo  12  ft.  ceilings 
large  sunny  windows,  parking,  laundry  disposal, 
dishwasher.  Includes  heat,  electric,  cable 
completely  furnished.  Located  one  block  to 
subway,  store,  beach  side  of  Savin  Hill.  $150 
week /  call  Doug  524-0093 

(30) 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $73 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck, 
gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (30) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heal.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  LF  for  furnished  bedroom.  $380 
includes  kitchen  priv.,  W/D,  heat,  and  all  utilites. 
Close  to  route  128.  No  smoking.  Call  492-5396 

(36) 


N  ALLSTON 

lM/lf  seek  resp.  prof,  person  to  share  furnished  3 
bedroom  apartment  in  2  family  house  near 
Harvard/  #66  bus.  Washer/Dryer  parking. 
$325/month  254-1955  (35) 


Newly  relocated  GPW  40  y/o  looking  for  roomate 
situation  in  Boston  area.  Seeking  place  with 
reasonable  rent  and  drug  free.  Responsible, 
friendly,  independent.  (508)  932-5901 

(35) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or 
623-0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol 

(23) 


3  LF  seek  4th  to  share  warm/friendly  home.  Close 
to  Orange/Green  line.  Semi  co-op.  W  have  a  dog. 
$225-  woodstove,  woodfloor  plants.  Call  522- 
9351  (34) 


2  LF  seek  M/F  roommate  25+,  near  Orange  line. 
W/D,  DW,  yard.  Seek  responsible  non-smoker, 
must  like  cats.  $320+  utilities.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744  (34) 


HAPPY  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GF  seeks  GF/GM  bright  and  spacious  apt.  in 
Brookline  3bedrms  Living  room  dining  room 
EIK.  Two  Large  decks.  Off  Street  Parking 
Hardwood  floors  $325  Plus  Utilities  734-1117 

(34) 


Two  LF  looking  for  lykable-dykeable  lesbo  3BR 
house  in  JP.  250+,  3  cats,  semi-veg,  smoke  +  drug 
free,  near  T,  call  Susan  522-5123  Ashley  524- 
9961  (34) 


Dorchester-Two  political  lesbians  one  Jewish  one 
Jockish  want  LF  to  share  house  with  large  yard 
and  porch.  One  block  from  Ashmont  T  282-0046 

(34) 


Genuine  POLICE  WHISTLE 


Send  $6.99 
ppd.  to  AVC 
PO  Box  MS 
Haverhill 
MA  01812 


Crafted  in  ENGLAND 
Chrome  plated  BRASS 
•  Piercing  SHRIEK 
demands  attention 
•  Money-back  guarantee 
if  not  SATISFIED 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mailorder,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the 
National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
contains  essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and 
announcements  concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and 
Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven 
Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


With  incisive  repotting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation 
on  addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point -of-view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over 
a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may 
order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in 
Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN 
THESE  TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL 
61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring 
international  quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions 
$26  for  4  issues,  single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone 
(617)  625-7885.(ex) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka; 
The  Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD 
(People  with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack 
and  Black  Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John 
Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 

stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry? 
Do  you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists 
Network?  Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national 
magazine  by,  for  and  about  women  over  forty. 
Annual  subs  (US  funds  only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada 
$20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale 
available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficienceis,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1 -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


PAMPER  YOURSELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service, 
parking,  and  delicous  gourmet  breakfasts.  Five 
minute  walk  to  town  center,  one  block  from 
ocean.  Off  season  rates  from  March  29-  May  23. 
Bradford  Gardens  Inn,  178  Bradford  St. 
Pro vince town,  MA  02657  (508)  487-1616 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling 
fire.  With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain 
acres,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy, 
we're  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded, 
inexpensive  downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid¬ 
week  discounts.  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Pro  vince  town  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094. 

TJ 


lOO'S  OF  GAY/LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/ Worldwide.  Plus! 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disneyworid/Epcot..  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  Information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mattercard  or 
VISA  in  Mau.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

SURVIVING  AND  THRIVING  WITH 
AIDS;  This  book  is  available  for  free  to 
PWAs  and  PWARCs.  just  write  to  PWAC 
Newsline,  31  W.  26th,  New  York,  NY 
10011  _ 


"Free  Heart",  Gay  man,  26,  looking  for 
friendship  or  pen  pals  among  gays  and 
lesbians  of  all  races  and  places.  Am  into 
poetry  and  stamp  collecting  all  sorts  of 
kinky  stuff.  Please  write  Kenny  Lingar, 
#286652,  P.  O.  Box  900,  Shelton,  WA 

98584. _ 

LOST  WITHOUT  YOU.  To  my  love,  Brian 
Reynolds,  I'm  lost  without  you  baby. 
Always  remember  I  do  love  you!  Johnnie 
Middleton. 


I  would  like  someone  to  write  to  me..  J'm  26 
and  like  all  sorts  of  things.  Dominic 
McConnell,  TDC  II,  412280,  Rte  3, 
Rosharon,  TX  77583.  My  friend  is  a  queen 
who  doesn't  get  much  mail  and  is  looking 
for  gay  men  or  women  who  would  like  to 
write.  He  loves  music  and  books,  they  call 
him  "Little  Bit”  He's  22,  doing  5  years.  His 
name  is  David  Brooks,  TDC  II,  #553806, 
Rte3,  Box  59,  Rosharon,  TX  77583.  So 
write  and  find  out  more  about  us. 


Black  male,  46,  serious  minded  with  good 
sense  of  humor,  enjoy  playing  chess,  love 
animals,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  TS  or 
feminine  gay  men.  Bobby  Daniels, 
#A91393,  Box  7500,  CIO-117,  Crescent 

City,  CA  95532. _ 

I  want  to  get  to  know  more  people  now 
since  I’m  close  to  serving  out  my  sentence. 
36  yr  old  gay  man,  engineer,  nice  guy, 
formerly  from  CA,  LA  area.  Like  traveling, 
hiking,  camping,  all  outdoor  activity.  Would 
like  to  write  and  maybe  meet  that  special 
someone.  Michael  L.  Ackerson,  #78506, 
KSR,  P.O.  Box  188-78506.  LaGrange,  KY, 

4003 1 . _ 

I'm  not  into  playing  any  "con  games."  I'll 
write  to  anyone:  any  size,  age,  or  race.  I'm 
38  but  feel  16. 1  enjoy  reading,  writing,  and 
leathercrafts.  Here  I  sit  at  my  typewriter, 
lonely  and  wishing  I  had  someone  to  write 
to.  James  "Tommie"  Manuel,  #96839, 
Camp  D'Eagle  One,  LA  State  Prison, 

Angola,  LA  70712 _ 

Extremely  good  looking  gay  black  inmate, 
32  years  old.  Seeking  compassionate 
correspondence  with  concerned  caring  men. 
Race  unimportant.  Hobbies  include 
reading,  writing,  sharing  thoughts.  I'm  a 
talented  musician  and  poet.  Seek  sincere 
friend,  hopefully  leading  to  lasting 
intimacy.  Tony  Bennett  10053-014,  PO 
Box  1000,  Lewisburg,  Penn.  17837 


Effeminate  male  seeks  other  effeminate 
males  for  lasting  relationship.  Please  write! 
Peace!  Miss  Tonya  "Star"  Jones,  Box  711- 

N71963,  Menard,  IL  62259 _ 

Hi!  I'm  28,  and  I  enjoy  men  and  women.  I 
like  sports,  moonlite  walks,  and  the  arts. 
Robert  Hatch,  049660  OAK5076,  PO  BOX 
600,  Chino,  CA  91708.  Be  Descreat. 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON , 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<?? 

The  ACT/UP  New  York  Women  and 
AIDS  Book  Collective  would  like  to 
let  women  in  prison  know  they  can 
get  a  FREE  copy  of  our  book: 
Women,  AIDS,  and  Activism, 
Including  a  chapter  on  the  women 
of  ACE  program  at  Bedford  Hills 
prison  in  NY.  Write  ACT  UP  NY, 
496A  Hudson  St.  G4,  New  York  NY 

10014 _ 

Black  female,  looking  for  someone  to  help 
ease  the  loneliness.  I  enjoy  reading, 
writing,  and  the  great  outdoors.  Photo  for 
photo.  Nina  Jones,  #484132,  Rt.  4  Box 
800  Mt.  View,  Gatesville,  Texas  76528- 

9399  _ 

I'm  looking  for  a  female  companion  of  any 
race  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45.  I'm  a 
32  year  old  black  women  who  loves  to 
cook,  write,  and  have  a  good  time.  Tonya 
Jo  Burton,  #174190,  3511  Bemis  Road, 
Ypsilanti,  MI  48197  _ 

Gay  white  male,  5'10,  162  lbs,  37  but  look 
30.  I'd  love  to  correspond  with  people  from 
all  area's.  Eddie  Jarvis  #38311,  Rt  2,  PO 
Box  #1-P,  OCC,  Fordland,  MO  65652 


Masculine,  well-built,  well-endowed, 
intelligent  gay  federal  prisoner  seeks 
friendship  with  sincere,  affectionate,  mature 
person.  Your  letter  answered  promptly. 
Rodney  Archambeault,  RN  46789-079,  Box 
1700,  Blk  Canyon  Stage  1,  Phoenix,  AZ 

85027-9741 _ 

Bisexual  seeks  correspondence  with  other 
bi's  or  flamboyant  gay  males.  Kind  hearted, 
sincere,  dedicated,  sympathetic,  intelligent, 
caring.  Black,  33  years  old,  and  soon  to  be 
paroled!  Will  answer  all  letters.  Kenneth 
Lee  Royal  #AY-6879,  PO  Box  244, 

Graterford,  PA  19426-0244 _ 

I  would  LOVE  to  have  a  penpal  in  the  free 
world  --  just  a  single  person.  Please  write 
me.  Have  yourself  a  very  nice  day. 
Sylvester  Ryan  Addinen,  #158776  Rt  2  Box 
2222,  Mineral  Point,  MO  63660. 


Looking  for  a  penpal,  friendship, 
relationship.  I'm  32  years  old  and  serving 
time  on  a  robbery  charge  from  1983.  Eddie 
Anderson  #35824,  LCF  PO  Box  2,  Lansing, 

Kansas  66043 _ 

Mixed  black  and  Italian  gay  male,  24  years, 
looking  for  white  male  with  at  least  9  inches 
to  share  myself  with.  Feel  free  to  send 
photos.  Anthony  Reddick,  105678  A-31, 
3876  Evans  Road  Box  50,  Polk  City  Florida 

33868-9213 _ 

I'm  a  HOT  gay  white  male,  21,  and  have  a 
lot  of  time.  I  like  music,  reading,  writing, 
and  sex  with  men  and  women.  I'm  looking 
for  a  good  friend.  Picture  of  you  gets  mine. 
Eddie  McFalls  #158031,  PO  Box  500, 

Boydton,  VA  23917 _ 

German-Italian  gay  boy  would  like  to  find 
other  gay  boys  for  friendship.  I'm  a  karate 
instructor  and  lifeguard.  Love  to  snuggle 
and  play  safe.  I  draw  and  am  very  athletic. 
Paul  Benacci,  Box  2800-40991,  Lincoln, 

NE  68502  _ 

GWM,  25,  athletic,  sincere,  and  a  hopeless 
romantic.  I  seek  the  support  and  friendship 
of  mature  well  adjusted  gay  men  who  can 
learn  as  well  as  teach.  If  this  is  you,  please 
write  to:  Jay  Neill,  #141128,  PO  Box  97, 
McAlester,  OK  74502 
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Boston  ♦  Photo  Exhibition  Chronicling  AIDS  Activism  and  Activists. 

Photographs  by  Benjamin  Incerti.  Proceeds  to  benefit  PWA  Coalition  and  ACT 
UP/Boston.  Opening  reception  3/1 6.  Skylight  Gallery.  43  Charles  St  5-8pm.  $5. 
donation  Show  runs  through  3/29.  For  more  information  720-2855.  I 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  cads,  please! 

1 6  Saturday 

Boston  4  Wild  Women  Go  To  Flower  Show. 
Sponsored  by  DOB.  625-955 1 . 

Vermont  4  Chiltem  Mt  Club  St  Pat's  Weekend. 
Limited  indoor  accommodations,  unlim.  camping. 
Wear  green.  Details:  Bob  266-3812  or  (802)  333-9448. 

Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  St  10  to  11:15  a.m.  Limited 
space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  4  Book  Sale  at  The  Center,  with  Readings  by 
Local  Authors.  2/16  1 1  am.  to  5  p.m;  2/17  noon  to  5 
p.m.  338  Newbury  St.  To  benefit  Pride  Comm. 
Donations  and  info:  262-3149. 

Springfield  ♦  2nd  Annual  NEGAL  Jamboree.  NE  G/L 
Contra  Dance  Society.  2  to  9:30  p.m.  MacDuffle 
School,  Maple  St  Dinner  break  5  to  6:30;  eat  out  or 
bring  something  for  a  potluck.  $  14.  (508)  460-9261 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers,  an  org.  for  older  gay  men: 
"Gaybashing,”  with  speaker  Det  Sgt  WiHiam  Johnston. 
2  to  4  p.m.  Lindemann  Health  Ctr,  25  Staniford  St 

Boston  4  Pure  PolyEsther.  “A  Biblical  burlesque.” 
3/16,  17.  21,  21  23,  and  24.  8  p.m.  Thurs.  and  Fd,  7 
and  10  p.m.  Sat,  7  p.m.  Sun.  Boston  Ctr.  for  the  Arts 
Black  Box  Theater,  541  Tremont  Tickets  $9.50  in 
advance  at  Glad  Day  or  $1 1.50  at  door.  Tickets,  info, 
wheelchair  access:  423-0941 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Singles’  Meeting.  7  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $  1 .  661- 
3633. 

Boston  4  Chronicling  AIDS  Activism  and  Activists: 
Photographs  by  Benjamin  Incerti.  Proceeds  to  benefit 
PWA  Coalition  and  ACT  UP/Boston.  Opening 
reception  3/16.  Skylight  Gallert  43  Charles  St  5-8pm. 
$5  donation.  Show  runs  through  3/29.  For  info  720- 
2855. 

Gloucester  4  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force.  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  22,  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Cambridge  4  BGLAD  Dance.  B/G/L  Awareness  Days 
week  at  MIT.  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  Student  Ctr.,  84  Mass. 

Ave.  $4. 253-5440. 

\ 

Brookline  4  "Multiple  Maniacs."  John  Waters,  dir. 
Divine  gets  raped  by  a  giant  lobster,  gets  a  “rosary  job” 
from  Mink  Stole.  3/16,  21  23  at  midnight  Coolidge 
Corner  Theatre,  290  Harvard  St  734-6600. 

1 7  Sunday 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Writers’  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialog:  Choosing  Children.  4  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Boston  4  St  Patrick’s  Day  Dinner  at  Buddies.  Corned 
beef  and  cabbage  6  p.m.  5 1  Stuart  St  426-3771 
N.  Easton  4  SMUUGLe  (SE  Mass.  Unitarian  Univ. 
G/L/etc.):  Viewing  of  “Torch  Song  Trilogy.”  6  p.m. 
Third  Sun.  of  every  month.  Directions:  344-7030. 

1 8  Monday 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  4  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)632-4145. 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Night  Out  at  Jillians  8  p.m. 
Meet  there,  Ipswich  St  354-8807. 

Brookline  4  Save  OUR  Children:  high  school  L/G 
visibility  action  at  Brookline  H.S.  8  a.m.  Info:  Patrick 
876- 1 257  or  Queer  Nation  hotline  577-8123. 

1 9  Tuesday 

Framingham  4  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Cambridge  4  Lenten  Eucharistic  Liturgy  for  Those 
Affected  By  AIDS,  Their  Families  and  Loved  Ones.  7 
p.m.  St  Francis  of  Assisi  Church,  325  Camb.  St  Inf  a 
Ft.  Bruce  876-6754. 


Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Feelings  About  The 
War.  7  to  9  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354- 
8807. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  “Accentuate 
the  Positive:  Recent  Success  Stories.”  Open  discussion 
8  to  10  p.m.  Undemann  Ctr.,  25  Staniford  St,  Boston 
Rm.  (Plaza  LvL).  742-7897. 

20  Wednesday 

Boston  4  New  England  G/L/B  Veterans  General  Mtg.  6 
to  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  Cliff  723- 
SI  27. 

Boston  4  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force.  7 
p.m.  Boston  NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  782-1056. 

Boston  4  “Oral  Sex  Between  Men:  How  Safe  Is  It?”  A 
forum  spons.  by  AAC  7  to  9  p.m.  Marriott  Hotel 
Copley  Place,  Rms  A-D,  4th  fir,  1 10  Huntington.  437- 
6200  x499. 

Boston  4  Pride  Committee  Open  House.  8  p.m.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  Pride  Comm.  262- 
SI  49. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Boston  4  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice.  8  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 1 5 1  Mass. 
Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

21  Thursday 

Boston  4  "Beyond  AIDS  101,”  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month  AAC  Rm.  401, 
1 3 1  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200  *264. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About,  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  Group.:  “Parenting  and  Alternative 
Insemination.”  Thursdays  7  p.m.  "A  Safe  Place,”  10 
Vaughn  Mall  Ste.  10.  (603)  778-3921. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (4 1 3)  527-53 1 0. 

22  Friday 

Boston  4  Girth  and  Mirth  Tupperware  Party.  7:30 
p.m.  At  Rich's.  Directions:  846-8441  To  buy  or  sell 
T  upperware:  Jay  277-6521 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Zorro,  the  Gay  Blade.”  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies  $1 
The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St  247- 
2927. 

Gloucester  4  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force.  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  22,  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Firehouse  Poetry  Series:  Kate  Rushin 
and  Sharon  Cox.  8  p.m.  $3.  524-3816. 

23  Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  4  “Men-Meeting-Men”:  Safer  sex, 
dating,  and  intimacy  for  g/b  mea  Rl  Project  /  AIDS,  95 
Chestnut  St,  3rd  fir.  Free,  but  registration  required: 
Derek  (401)  831-5521 

Boston  4  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  Spring 
Opener.  Info:  Kathy  or  Lee  625-6478. 

Cambridge  4  “AIDS  Law  Seminar:  Practical 
Considerations  in  the  Political  Context”  Nat'l  Lawyers 
Guild.  9  am.  to  130  p.m.  Robert  Greenwald,  Denise 
McWilliams,  other  eminent  speakers.  $10.  Info  and 
registration:  NLG  227-7335. 

Boston  4  Massage:  An  Intensive  Workshop.  $5.  Space 
limited.  10  am.  to  6  p.m.  at  the  new  FCHC,  7  Haviland 
St  Register  267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  One-Day  Workshop  for  Lesbians 
Considering  Adootion.  10  am.  to  4  p.m.  $60.  Sherri 
Fine,  MSW,  and  Lee  Schwartz,  co-dir's  of  adoption 
network.  491-7097  or  730-4944. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Intermediate/Advanced  G/L  Country 
Dance.  Limited  instruction.  130  to  6  pjn.  First  Church 
of  J.P,  Eliot  and  Centre  Sts.  Potluck  6  p.m.  $5.  625- 
6731 

Cambridge  4  Cambridge  Women’s  Center’s  20th 
Anniversary  Party.  Program  7  to  9  p.m,  dance  9  to  I 
am.  MIT  Student  Ctr.  cafeteria,  84  Mass.  Ave.  For 
women  and  their  children  (child  care  provided); 
wheelchair  accessible  Smoke  /  alcohol  free  354-8807. 

Gloucester  4  “Crimes  of  the  Heart."  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  22,  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  UG  Contra/Square  Dancing  Smoke  / 
drug  free  8  to  1 1  p.m;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  JP,  corner  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Band 
$6.  $5.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729- 
9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Randolph  4  Way  Out  in  Waltham  Goes  Dancing  at 
Randolph  Country  Gub.  8:45  p.m  893-0361. 


24  Sunday 

Manchester,  NH  4  Chikern  Mt  Club  Planning  Meeting 
for  NH  warm  weather  hiking/backpacking.  2  p.m. 
Details:  Mike  (603)  644-7658. 

Brookline  4  Am  Tikva  Elections  of  Officers  and 
Storytelling  4  p.m.  St  Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church,  4 
Williston  Rd.  Bring  something  dairy  /  veggie  for 
potluck  dinner.  926-2536. 

Boston  4  Dykes’  Dialog  Abusive  Relationships.  4  p.m 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Natick  4  MetroWest  GALA  Potluck.  Neighborhood 
group,  for  G/L/B.  Loc’n,  info:  Scott  (508)  877-6129  or 
Barbara  (508)  653-2509. 

Boston  4  The  Flirtations.  To  benefit  Boston  UG  Pride 
Comm.  Tickets  $12  advance,  $15  at  door.  “Duck 
Soup,”  246  Tremont  St  Meet  the  Flirtations  at  a 
reception  to  follow,  tickets  $35.  Info:  Pride  Comm. 
262-3149. 

25  Monday 

Boston  4  G/L  Alliance  of  S.  Shore  Sees  “The  Ten 
Commandments.”  Wang  Ctr.  Reception  6:30  p.m,  film 
7:30.  $6.  773-8356. 

Boston  4  “Academy  Awards  Night":  An  Evening  of 
Casino  Gambling  to  Benefit  AAC.  8  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  The 
Roxy,  279  Tremont  St  Tickets  $20  at  door  or,  w / 
Visa,  M/C  or  Amex,  266-6906.  Creative  Hollywood 
attire. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Games  Night  8  to  10  p.m. 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

26  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Clinical  Update:  HIV-Related  Cancer.  Joan 
Scully,  RN,  M.S.N.  of  Clinical  Partners.  6  to  7:30  p.m. 
AAC  4th  fir,  1 3 1  Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Where  /  How  Do  We 
Find  Support  7  to  9  p.m  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  ”2  in  20” 
(Episodes  3  and  4).  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr, 
46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

27  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Greater  Boston  Business  Council:  "Career 
and  Job  Hunting  Strategies  for  the  ‘90’s.”  The 
Claddagh,  Dartmouth  and  Columbus.  Social  hour  6 
p.m,  program  and  optional  dinner  to  follow.  $7.  695- 
1634. 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  Sl  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

28  Thursday 

Springfield  4  Springfield  Coll.  Gayness  /  Oppression  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Breaking  Silence  in 
Education.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  Room  233,  Springfield 
Coll,  campus.  Info:  James  Genasci  (4 1 3)  788-3221 . 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  Group.:  Open  Forum.  Thursdays  7  p.m.  “A 
Safe  Place,”  10  Vaughn  Mall  Ste.  10.  (603)  778-3921. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Staying  Healthy  Forum:  “Nutrition 
and  HIV.”  7  to  9  p.m.  Boston  Living  Ctr,  140 
Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  267-0900. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Licking  Stuffing  Get- 
Together.  7:30  p.m.  Barry’s  home.  Info:  Barry  288- 
1847. 

Arlington  4  Save  OUR  Children:  high  school  l/g 
visibility  action  at  Arlington  Catholic  H.S.  8  a.m  Info: 
Patrick  876-1257  or  Queer  Nation  hotline  577-8123. 

29  Friday 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center: 
“The  Fourth  Man.”  Subtitled.  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies. 
$1  The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Boston  4  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  discussion 
Group:  “Interracial  Relationships:  What  Turns  You 
On?  Part  II:  Our  Earliest  Experience.”  8  p.m.  43 
Worcester  St,  Apt  I.  Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Craig 
321-4381 
Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m  Also:  Tues  1115  p.m. 
at  MHO  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell  282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Voltz.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network, 
channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other  systems; 
check  your  listings. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 


workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Somerville  4  Boston  Strikers  G/L  Indoor  Soccer. 
Through  3/24/91.  Novice  pgm.  4  p.m.  Full  club 
scrimmage  5  p.m.  Winter  Hill  School  $5  gym  fee.  Info: 
Jeffry  876-76 II 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m  247-2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
1 0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s  and 
Friends  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  4  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  4  “Between  Takes."  Often  a  G/L  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island  Interconnect 
A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check  listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Gloucester  4  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos  C&S  8  to 
9  p.m,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project  19  Pleasant 
St  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP.  • 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Qosed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30. 354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  4  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Boston  4  Informal  Mtg.  with  Mayor  Flynn’s  Liaison  to 
the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to 
6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appt  necessary,  but  Ms 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to 
9p.m.  Info  45 1 -9003. 

Somerville  4  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Pgm,  for  people 
with  and  concerned  with  AIDS.  Family  style. 
Reservations  requested  but  not  necessary.  ColL  Ave. 
Un.  Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St  6:15  sharp.  666- 
4130. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St  6:30  to  8p.m.  828-3039. 

Provincetown  4  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 
Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


BENJAMIN  INCERTI 


Hindsights 


Not  to  be  outdone 


Vanishing  commentary  at  a  David  Wojnarowicz  exhibition 


By  Adam  O'Connor 

Since  it  was  fair  weather  and  my 
stomach  seemed  strong  I  figured  I 
could  do  the  undoable  and  visit  some 
art  galleries.  Perhaps  I  was  hasty  in  my 
decision,  but  my  friend  The  Scientist  wanted 
to  shake  a  leg,  so  we  went. 

My  trusty  New  Yorker  didn’t  fail  to  advise. 
“No  artist  has  been  more  angrily  eloquent 
about  AIDS  ...  than  Wojnarowicz.”  First 
doubt:  eloquent  artist.  Thirty  years  in  New 
York  make  one  doubletime  the  other  way  at 
the  sound  of  artists’  voices.  I  much  prefer  the 
thip-thip  of  a  brush  on  canvas.  But  the  note 
continued:  “His  catalogue  for  a  recent  group 
exhibition  ...  resulted  in  the  first  of  the  recent 
wave  of  recindments  of  N.E.A.  grants  and 
the  subsequent  mutilation  and  distortion  of 
his  work....’’  I  was  convinced;  my  friend  The 
Scientist  was  agreeable;  we  headed  for  the 
P.P.O.W.  gallery  at  532  Broadway. 

Long  wait  for  the  elevator  at  532.  No 
elevator.  Stairs.  “Nice  people”  in  attendance. 
Busy  day.  Second  doubt:  a  gallery  that  smells 
like  linseed  oil,  varnish,  or  any  tell-tale  of 
hastily  completed  work.  It  happens  more  than 
you’d  think.  This  time  I  couldn’t  be  sure,  it 
might  have  been  the  quite  pretty  inlaid  table 
in  the  back.  It  might  have  been  some  other 
project  going  on. 

The  art  seemed  fine.  Predictable  Jesse 
Helms- as- tarantula.  (“Initially,  the  work  may 
seem  unnecessarily  sensationalistic,”  the 
New  Yorker  mused,  “but  by  the  end  of  the 
show  it  seems  appropriately  charged.” 
Thanks  so  much.)  Nicely  produced 
— smooth.  Racey  pastiches  with  text  overlay. 

“Look  at  this  one,”  The  Scientist  said, 
pulling  me  over,  “It’s  pornographic.” 
Charming,  wish-you-were-there  story  of  a 
curbside  adventure.  Hugely  endowed  white- 
trash  tumed-around-baseball-cap  boy 
solarized  in  a  montage.  Globe  painted  over 
black  (not  cut-out  maps  as  the  New  Yorker 
thought)  to  reveal  a  world  full  of  the  familiar 
48-states  shape.  Simple  and  witty.  Boyish. 

Third  and  last  doubt:  so  many  different 
styles.  But  that’s  bullshit,  because  why  not? 
As  the  recent  Joseph  Wright  of  Derby  Show 
at  the  Metropolitan  demonstrated,  if  you  can 
be  fifty  different  good  artists  you  might  as 
well  be.  As  I  said,  I  liked  the  table.  But  the 
best  was  a  series  of  masked  self-  (I  hope, 
because  it  doesn’t  make  sense  otherwise) 
portraits.  Very  good.  Shot  all  over  town. 


Reminded  me  of  my  youth.  Reminded  me  of 
places  once  visited,  now  no  more.  Rooms 
where  I  once  lived.  Rooms  of  the  honored 
dead.  Cold  streets.  Ugliness.  In  one,  the  guy’s 
flat  on  his  back,  mask  on,  clothes  off.  “Great 
cock,  great  nipples,”  I  thought.  I  didn’t 
remember  that  from  the  New  Yorker.  I’d 
check  it  at  home. 

The  Scientist  was  tiring.  “I’ve  seen  better,” 
he  said.  He  meant  the  art  not  the  nipples.  He 
agreed  about  the  nipples.  On  the  way  out  I 
decided  to  look  through  the  sign-ins  for 
familiar  names.  No  one  I  knew.  “Larry 
Kramer”  scrawled  a  few  pages  back.  I 
never — well,  hardly  ever — sign  in,  but  I 
figured  that  since  I  had  something  nice  to 
say,  I  would.  Several  artlovers  had  written 
“Great  show.”  I  wrote,  “Great  cock,  great 
nipples,”  and  signed.  “Look,"  I  said  to  The 
Scientist,  “it’s  the  most  appropriate  comment 
in  the  book — and  it  has  the  virtue  of  being 
sincere.”  Then  I  saw  the  artist’s  face  on  some 
newsclipping  at  the  desk  and  somehow  didn’t 
think  that  that  head  went  with  that  body,  but 
it  was  nice  too. 


All  this  time  the  smart  Vassar-looking  lady 
behind  the  counter  eyed  me  the  evilest  of 
eyes,  so  we  beat  a  hasty  retreat. 

Up  the  street  in  one  of  those  creepy  shops 
that  sell  treasures  from  Bali  or  someplace,  we 
met  my  friends  The  Hungarian  and  The 
Graduate  Student  from  Philadelphia.  “Go 
look  at  this  guy’s  art,”  I  said.  The  Graduate 
Student  corrected  my  pronunciation:  “voy- 
NAH-ro-vitz.”  It  sounded  much  better  the 
way  he,  a  student  of  languages,  said  it. 

The  next  day  The  Hungarian  called.  “Who 
was  that  man  you  were  with?” 

“Oh,  The  Scientist” 

“That’s  not  your  usual....” 

“No,  no,  just  a  friend.” 

“That  art  was  okay,  but  one  wonders  if  it’s 
not  like  showing  mediocre  art  from 
Buchenwald  to  the  internees  lined  up  at  the 
Bahnof  Zoo.”  Always  the  European. 

“I  see  what  you  mean,  but  I  liked  it — some 
of  it.” 

“Oh  yes.  And  we  tried  to  read  your 
comment,  but  it  was  crossed  out.” 

“Really?” 


“Yes,  something  about  cock?” 

“And  nipples!” 

“Oh.  The  nipples  were  nice.” 

“That  butter-wouldn’t-melt  gallery  lady 
must  have  done  it.  I  knew  I  should  have 
dressed  better.  They  wanted  three  thousand 
bucks  for  those  things!” 

A  week  later,  I  decided  to  see  about  the 
censorious  anti-censorship  activists. 
Retracing  my  steps  exactly — but  without  The 
Scientist — I  revisited  the  voy-NAH-ro-vitz 
show  at  P.P.O.W.  New  lady.  Might  melt 
butter. 

“Hi,  how  far  back  do  you  think  I  have  to 
go  for  last  week's  comments?” 

“Oh,  I  don’t  know,  really.” 

“’Cause  my  friend  The  Hungarian  says  my 
comment  was  crossed  out.  It  was  a  little 
improper,  you  see.” 

“Well  I  can  hardly  believe  it  would  be 
crossed  out.” 

“You’re  right,  I  can’t  believe  it  either.  He 
probably  made  it  all  up.”  We  looked  back. 
There  it  was.  Name,  yes.  Cock,  no,  nipples,  no. 

“I  don’t  see  how  my  friend  even  made  out 
the  cock,  if  you’ll  pardon  the  expression.” 

“Well  here,”  she  proffered  a  pen,  “you  can 
write  it  again.” 

“I  think  your  attendant  crossed  it  out.” 

“Oh,  it  seems  unlikely  that  someone  on  the 
staff  did  it.” 

“It’s  also  unlikely  that  a  visitor  did  it  And, 
besides,  she  looked  at  me  funny.” 

“The  people  who  work  at  this  gallery  are  not 
the  sort  to  censor  anyone.” 

“Oh  well,  you  know  those  intellectuals  are 
sometimes  the  worst  ” 

“I  can  assure  you,  no  one  here  is  an 
intellectual.” 

I  could  have  kissed  her.  Well,  I  could  have.  I 
thanked  her  for  her  trouble  and  said  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  it  crossed  out  Censored  by  the 
victims  of  censorship.  Jeez  Louise,  what  an 
honor.  Perhaps  I  could  get  four  shows  on 
Broadway  to  Dave’s  two  simultaneous 
exhibitions.  Think  of  the  money  I’d  make. 

The  funny  bit  is  that  whoever  crossed  out  my 
remark  was  probably  not  as  offended  by  it  as 
Jesse-boy  is  by  the  things  that  offend  him.  I 
mean,  dontchathink?  But  their  reactions  were 
the  same.  Scritch-scritch,  all  gone.  And  Jesse  at 
least  claims  to  be  protecting  the  innocent  and 
the  put-upon  taxpayer.  Whom  was  the 
obliterator  protecting?  Those  jaded  artlovers 
who  can  pay  three-and-a-half-thousand  big 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Opening  Night  Benefit,  Friday,  April  5,  1991 

Come  celebrate  our  Passion  and  our  Power  with  The  Massachusetts 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  & 
Defenders  and  Ihe  New  Festival. 

5PM  to  7PM  Cocktail  Reception  &  Hors  D'Oeuvres  followed  by  a 
screening  of  your  choice.  Call  617-262-1565  for  details! 


IKE  NEW  EESTIIIU 

NATIONAL  GAY 

AND  LESBIAN 


Our  Spetiol  Thanks  lo  Gay  Community  News  for  their  generosity  ond  technical  assistance. 
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